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Personal Progress

Faith
6. Increase your understanding of the plan of salvation. Resources for study include                                         2 Nephi 9:1–28, 2 Nephi 11:4–7, Moses 4:1–4, Revelation 12:7–9, D&C 76:50–113, D&C 93:33–34, Abraham 3:24–27, and 1 Corinthians 15:22. Draw or obtain a picture that depicts the plan of salvation, including the pre-mortal existence, birth, mortal life, death, judgment, and life after judgment. Using this picture, explain the plan of salvation to your class, your family, or a friend. Discuss how knowledge of the plan affects your actions.
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The Plan of Salvation 
A)  Match the descriptions on the right with the scripture references on the left:

Pre-mortal Life




2 Nephi 9:4


          

Birth






Abraham 3:24-27                                 

Earth Life





D & C 76:50-70
Death





Alma 40:11

Spirit World




D & C 76:98-106

Resurrection




Ecclesiastes 3:1 & 2

Final Judgment




2 Nephi 9:6

Telestial Kingdom



Alma 34:32

Terrestrial Kingdom



2 Nephi 9:14-18

Celestial Kingdom



D & C 76:71-75
B)  Cut out shapes on “The Plan of Salvation” chart and glue on a separate piece of paper in proper order.
 Plan of Salvation Match-up Answers:
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Pre-mortal Life:  Abraham 3:24-27

Birth:  Eclesiates 3:1&2  
Earth Life:  Alma 34:32

Death:  2 Nephi 9:4

Spirit World:  Alma 40:11
Resurrection:  2 Nephi 9:6
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Final Judgment:  2 Nephi 9:14-18
Telestial Kingdom:  D & C 76-98-106

Terestrial Kingdom:  D & C 76:71-75
Celestial Kingdom:  D & C 76: 50-70 

                                                                                                                                                  "When the plan [of salvation] is lived, it will help you overcome every challenge in life. It will help you qualify, through faith and obedience, to have the divine spiritual guidance you need. That support will give you the strength to live as you know you ought to live, no matter how world conditions degrade."                                       (Richard G. Scott, "Truth Restored," Ensign, Nov. 2005, pg. 80)
“Our personal mission began long before we arrived on the earth. In the pre-mortal life, we were 'called and prepared' to live on the earth at the time when temptations and challenges would be the greatest. This was             'on account of [our] exceeding faith and good works' and because of our 'having chosen good' (see Alma 13:3). We understood our Father's plan and knew that it was good. We not only chose it, but we defended it. We                knew that our earthly missions would be fraught with temptation, challenges, and hardship, but we also knew that we would be blessed by the fulness of the gospel, living prophets, and the guidance of the Holy Ghost.                     We knew and understood that our success on this earth would be determined by our worthiness and purity."                             (Elaine S. Dalton, "Look toward Eternity!" Ensign, Nov. 2006, pg. 31) 
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	The Three Degrees of Glory                                                                                                       (“Chapter 36: Eternal Life,” Gospel Fundamentals, 201)


	Telestial kingdom


 
	This kingdom is not as wonderful as the celestial kingdom or the terrestrial kingdom. Neither our Father in Heaven nor Jesus will visit those who live here. Angels will visit these people, and they will have the influence of the Holy Ghost.  The people who live in the Telestial kingdom are those who did not accept either the gospel or a testimony of Jesus, either on earth or in the spirit world. They will suffer for their own sins in spirit prison until after the Millennium.  Then they will finally be resurrected.                                              

While on this earth, they were liars, thieves, murderers, false prophets, adulterers, and those who ridiculed sacred things.     They were the people who accepted the beliefs of the world rather than the teachings of Jesus. Many people will live in this kingdom. Our Father in Heaven will give these people the happiness they are prepared to receive.

	Terrestrial kingdom

 
	This kingdom is not as wonderful as the celestial kingdom.  Even            though Jesus will visit the terrestrial kingdom, those who live there will not live with our Father in Heaven, and they will not have all He has. Those who go to the terrestrial kingdom will be honorable people. Some of them will be members of the Church, and others will not. They will be those who did not accept Jesus on earth but later accepted Him in the spirit world. The people who will live there will not be part of an eternal family but will live separately, without families. Our Father in Heaven will give these people the happiness they are prepared to receive.                                                                               

	Celestial kingdom


  
	This is the place where our Father in Heaven and Jesus live.  It is a place where people will be happy, and it will be more beautiful than we can imagine. The people who will live in this kingdom will love our Father in Heaven and Jesus and will choose to obey Them. They must have repented of all their sins and must have accepted Jesus as their Savior. They must have been baptized and received the gift of the Holy Ghost. They must have a testimony from the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Savior.

To live in the highest part of the celestial kingdom is called exaltation or eternal life. To be able to live in this part of the celestial kingdom, people must have been married in the temple    and must have kept the sacred promises they made in the temple.    They will receive everything our Father in Heaven has and will become like Him. They will even be able to have spirit children      and make new worlds for them to live on, and do all the things our Father in Heaven has done. People who are not married in the temple may live in other parts of the celestial kingdom, but they will not be exalted.


                                                                      Our Earth Experience Is Part                                                   of the Plan of Salvation
The following story told by Bishop H. Burke Peterson, who was a member of the Presiding Bishopric:

"My parents and grandparents were born and raised in Utah. However, my mother and father began their married life in Phoenix, Arizona. That is where my three brothers and I were raised. Almost every summer my father and mother would take all of us to Utah ... to enjoy the association with our cousins and other relatives.

"... One spring before school was out I asked my father if I could go to Salt Lake City to work  and then return to Phoenix at the end of the summer to be with my family and begin school again. After thinking   it over, my parents decided it would be fine. When school was out in May,         Dad took me with him to the [bus station] and, since I had no money of my own as yet, bought me a ticket to Salt Lake City. I was somewhat taken back when I found out that he had purchased for me a one-way ticket instead of a round trip. He said he would take the responsibility to see that  I arrived in Salt Lake City but it would be up to me to do what was necessary while I was there to purchase the ticket for a return home to Phoenix at the end of the summer. As you can imagine,       I was most anxious to come back home after my work experience as I had burning in my memory the happy experiences we had always enjoyed in our home. I enjoyed the association with and loved my three brothers and was most happy and comfortable being with my parents.

"When I arrived in Salt Lake City I immediately set about to find work. This I was able to accomplish, and as soon as my first paycheck was given to me, guess what I did. First I paid my tithing, and then I took the rest of the money to the bus depot downtown in Salt Lake City and purchased a return trip ticket to Phoenix. I wanted to be sure that when summer was over there would be nothing to stand in the way of my returning home. I loved my home very much. For the rest of the summer I was particularly mindful of taking good care of myself and doing everything necessary to insure my return home to Phoenix. More than anything else I wanted to enjoy again the experience of being with my family."

"We all had an experience similar to this long ago before we came to this earth. We were in a gathering where we were being instructed by our Father in heaven concerning the earth he had prepared for us. ... He let us know that the decision to come here would be ours, and if this was our wish, he would see to it that we arrived into this mortal experience safely. Like the experience I had in Phoenix as a boy, our Father in heaven would provide a one-way ticket for                   us. Whether or not we returned again to him at the end of our mortal experience on earth would depend upon the things we did while we were here."                                                                                               ("Return Trip Ticket Home," New Era, Apr. 1974, 5)












