Sisters,

We decided to hold a Book of Mormon Read-a-thon for a few reasons.  The first being that we wanted an activity that went with this year’s theme “Let virtue garnish they thoughts unceasingly….”.  What better way to garnish with virtuous thoughts than reading the Book of Mormon?  

Second, we felt that the girls had lots of “worldly” activities that they can participate in.  We wanted to give them something that would help them spiritually.

Third, many of our Young Women have never read the entire Book of Mormon.  Our bishop gave an astounding statistic which is that only 1/3 of the entire membership of the church has ever read the Book of Mormon through!  We wanted our girls to be counted in that statistic.

We decided to hold our Book of Mormon Read-a-thon over a two-day period:  Friday AM until Saturday PM.  I am attaching several items that helped our activity be a success.

1. Letter to Parents.  A couple of weeks before the activity we gave all the parents a letter telling them of the activity.  In the letter we explained because of the tight timeline coming and going would not be allowed.  If they could only participate for one day then they should arrive before reading started and leave at the end of the days reading.  We could not accommodate girls coming and going during the middle of the reading, as it would be too disruptive.   We asked that all electronics be left at home.  We told them time, place and gave phone numbers that could be used in case of emergencies.  The Bishopric and YW Presidency signed the letters.

2. Invitation.  Each girl received an invitation at the same time her parents received a letter.  The week prior to the activity they were given a reminder card.

3. Agenda.  We figured that it took approximately 2.5 minutes to read a page.  This was then cross referenced to the time it takes to listen to the MP3 version of the Book of Mormon.  Breaks and meals were inserted every 2 to 2.5 hours.  We wanted to get through ½ the Book of Mormon the first day.  

4. Cameo sign-up.  We had 8 cameos.  These were men who came and read sections of the Book of Mormon to the girls.  They were great!  Most dressed up and it made the scriptures really come alive.  One cameo was Samuel the Lamanite, the girls wished they had rolled up paper to throw at him (  The men were given reminders the week before stating that they were to read verbatim from the scriptures and how much time they were to take.  We asked that they practice before hand so as not to run over.  We had only 1 who ran over by 30 minutes but that was because he couldn’t see through the slits of his helmet.

5. Meals. (no attachment) We could not have done this activity without the help of the other auxiliaries.  There just wasn’t time for us to stop and make meals.  We asked the Relief Society, Primary, High Priests and Elders Quorum to bring in meals.  We gave them a budget but let them do what they wanted.  Meals were brought in 15 minutes before they were needed.  Each auxiliary was thrilled to be able to participate in the youth activity.  The girls were asked to eat breakfast before they arrived and to bring a sack lunch for the first day.

6. Handout.  (no attachment)  Each girl was given a bag when she arrived.  The bag contained:  a soft cover Book of Mormon, a highlighter, a 2007 themed bookmark, bottled water, crystal light flavored drink mix (the “on the go” kind), a candy bar, and a Book of Mormon reading chart.  The chart was fun because you could mark off all you’ve read and keep track of what you might have to go back and read if you fell behind.

Some generic notes:

1. We asked all the girls if they would recommend this activity and they all said YES!  Most thought it was going to be boring but we had a GREAT time with lots of laughing and bonding.

2. We held the activity at the home of our Bishop.  We didn’t want the girls to leave and not come back the next day ;).  Also, the reading went late into the night and we didn’t want parents, or leaders, to be out driving.  It was also more comfortable than the church house.  

3. Although we did it in two days the girls mentioned afterwards that three days would have been better as they would have had more “down-time” and we could have held some Q&A sessions.  

4. We read in the following groups:  individually, small groups, 2 groups, 2 girls per leader, listen to CD, and as a large group.  

5. The agenda needs to give the girls time to get into their groups and open their scriptures. 

6. The Book of Mormon on CD is longer than the downloaded version of the Book of Mormon.  I understand that the MP3 version can also be played “Fast”. 

7. If we were to do it again we would add a few minutes at the end to let the girls pray quietly about what they had read.

8. The later it gets the sillier the girls are and the slower the reading gets.  Have chocolate for that extra boost!

9. We provided snacks throughout the day.  We had LOTS left over.  

10. At the end of the activity we brought out a celebratory cake and a Book of Mormon charm for each girl (they have been receiving charms for a bracelet this year).  While eating we had the girls sign thank-you cards for all who participated.  

