Joseph purchased the land that would become Nauvoo and the surrounding areas from 
Dr. Isaac Galland, an eastern realtor.  
The 20,000 acres were priced at $2 an acre.  
Payment was set at 20 annual installments, interest free.

“No one can visit Nauvoo and come away without a conviction that… the body of the Mormons were an industrious, hard-working and frugal people.  In the history of the world there cannot be found such another instance of so rapid a rise of a city out of the wilderness, a city so well built, a territory so well cultivated.”  

-A visiting Boston Gentleman 

“Everywhere we see men of industry with countenances beaming with cheerful content hurrying to their several occupations and scenes of labor.”

Description of Nauvoo in 
“The Millenial Star.”
Sylvester Stoddard, owner of the 
Stoddard Tin Shop, was baptized in 

Kirtland in 1836.  
His family was among the economically elite 
in Nauvoo.

The dome of the original Nauvoo Temple was tin. 
The temple’s original weather vane was 
made by the 
Nauvoo Tinner’s Association.

The Post Office was located in the home of the postmaster  
Sidney Rigdon for a majority of the early Nauvoo history.  
It was moved closer to the city in May of 1844.

Postage rates varied with the distance the letter was sent.

Six cents for mail traveling up to 25 miles,

Twenty-five for mail traveling more than 400.
 Children attended school only for a few months at a time, usually in the colder months when there were not as many chores at home.

The Library and Museum were located on the second floor of the Seventies Hall, a building designed primarily to train missionaries.

The Nauvoo Library contained 675 books donated by the townspeople for “cultural improvement.” 
The Museum held “curiosities” brought from missions.

Local and visiting artists exhibited their paintings at the Museum.  

It is clear that cultural enrichment was important in 

Nauvoo society.

There were no church meetinghouses in Nauvoo.  

Every Sunday, weather permitting, Saints would gather in the Grove to hear the prophet or one of the apostles preach.

The correct hand position for stick pulling is one person with both hands inside, the other with both hands outside.  
Even so, Joseph often pulled sticks, and usually won, with only one hand.

Before the Temple was finished, the second story of the 
Red Brick Store was used as a church business meeting place.  

Joseph and Emma ran the Red Brick Store. Still, Joseph used the merchandise to help those who did 

not have enough.  

Please leave your 

Utah Food Bank 

donations here.

The inside of the first-floor merchandizing room was painted a 
rich red color, 
hence the name 

“Red Brick Store.”

The Relief Society was organized at the 

Red Brick Store on 
March 17, 1842.

The first endowments were given at the 

Red Brick Store on 

May 4, 1842.

Brick kilns in Nauvoo fired thousands of bricks used in the construction of homes, stores, and other buildings. 

Wilford Woodruff counted 14,574 bricks used to build his home.  
He selected the 
best ones for the 
front of the home.
In 1843, Joseph and his family moved from their log cabin home to the Mansion House.  

The prophet’s family lived in three of its 22 rooms, while the rest served as hotel rooms.

 “My house has been a home and resting-place for thousands, and my family many times obliged to do without food, after having fed all they had to visitors.”
Joseph Smith, 

speaking of the Mansion House

Many reports of the time refer to drinking wassail during the 

cold season.

The Lucius Scovil family lived behind the bakery in a log cabin. 
 They baked and sold breads, pies, cookies, cakes, and crackers.

The Scovil Bakery once advertised wedding cakes for $25, comparable to over $1000 today.  

Although probably no cakes were sold, it created much publicity.

“As wonderful as the rest of Nauvoo 

was and is, 

the temple was the 

focus and the most important building 

in the city.”

John Telford

The temple architect told Joseph Smith that round windows on the broad side of the building defied all rules of architecture, and suggested semi-circle windows instead.

“I wish you to carry out my designs.  I have seen in vision the splendid appearance of that building illuminated, and will have it built according to the pattern shown me.” 

Joseph’s reply

A large bell, weighing more than 1500 pounds was contributed by British converts and mounted in the tower atop the temple. 

The men of Nauvoo were asked to volunteer a tenth of their time and work on the construction of the temple one day in ten.

The women of Nauvoo developed a 

“penny contribution,” donating one cent a week to go towards temple expenses.  

Unbelievers thought the temple would stop after Joseph was killed.  

However, five days after the martyrdom, the Saints voted to resume 

work at once to 

finish the temple.

With the cold fast approaching and the exodus to the West imminent, the Saints prayed for the weather to hold out so they could finish the temple before winter.  

The final capital was placed at noon on December 6, 1844, two hours before a brisk snowfall began.  

“The Lord held up the storms and the cold for our advantage, 

until this important piece of labor had been accomplished.”

“All felt satisfied that during the two months we occupied it in the endowments of the Saints, we were amply paid for all our labors 
in building it.”

Erastus Snow

Temple work began, and more than 
5500 Saints received 
their endowment. 

By April, the 
temple was given its 
final dedication and was 
soon abandoned.
A fire, likely arson, destroyed much of the temple in 1848.  

Two years later a tornado leveled most of the temple walls.
The stones became building materials for other structures.

In General Conference of April 1999, President Gordon B. Hinckley announced that the Nauvoo temple would be rebuilt.  

It was dedicated on June 27, 2002.

“The new building will stand as a memorial to those who built the first such structure there on the banks of the Mississippi.”

Gordon B. Hinckley

There were two news publications printed.  The “Times and Seasons” emphasized Church thought and doctrine, while the 

“Nauvoo Neighbor” was more secular.

In 1842, Brigham Young was very ill and stopped breathing.  His wife Mary Ann held his nostrils and blew into his lungs… one of the first recorded cases of artificial respiration.
Early American photography was born in 1839, with daguerreotypes, the portrayal of images on metal plates. 

Lucian Foster, a New Yorker daguerreotypist, joined the church and moved to Nauvoo.  

He set up a gallery and began making images of Nauvoo.  Most of these images are now lost.
The 1845 US Census lists over 11,000 residents in Nauvoo.  

It is estimated that almost 90% of these were members of the Church.  

No other city in American history was founded exclusively as a refuge for victims of violent American persecution.

No other city of comparable size was ever designed, built, and inhabited by a people whose leaders knew was never to be more than a stopping-off place.

Few other cities in history have been as well planned or have adhered so closely to the original plan as they grew.

No other city in recorded history experienced such a phenomenal growth rate without an economic attraction.

No other city 
populated by such a culturally diverse people experienced so little cultural or social conflict.
No other city of comparable size in a modern country ever became so completely ostracized by the rest of the nation.

No other American city in a time of peace has ever been besieged by an army of American citizens.

From no other American city has such a large percentage of the inhabitants been forced from their homes and driven into exile.

No other entire city has ever undergone a restoration because of its importance to a major religious body.
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