Dear Mom and Dad,

This week in Sunbeams we had so much fun solving some riddles to learn of something else that Heavenly Father and Jesus created for us to enjoy and to make the earth a nice place for you and me to live.

I have a beak.  I have feathers. I have wings. I fly in the air.
What am I?

Did you guess a bird?  The Bible tells us about the creation of birds (see Genesis 1:20–23).  There are different kinds of birds that live all over the world.  It is easy to identify birds.  They have wings, feathers and a beak.
My teacher told us about the prophet Elijah being fed by the ravens.  (1 Kings 17: 1-6) Heavenly Father and Jesus have power over everything, even the birds. Jesus told the birds to take care of Elijah when he had to hide from the wicked king Ahab.

We also learned that when the pioneers arrived in the Salt Lake Valley, they planted wheat and other grain. They needed the grain to make bread and cereal to eat. The wheat grew big and tall. Just before it was time to harvest the wheat, a big cloud filled the sky. It was not a rain cloud, but a cloud of thousands of hungry black crickets. The crickets landed on the wheat and began to eat it.  
The pioneers did everything they could to stop the crickets from eating their wheat. They built fires, beat the crickets with brooms and blankets, and even tried covering the crickets with water. But the crickets did not stop. The pioneers were afraid that they would not have food for the winter. They knelt down in prayer and asked Heavenly Father for help.  
Soon great flocks of seagulls came and began to eat the crickets. (Display picture 1-32, Miracle of the Sea Gulls.) Before long, most of the crickets were gone. The pioneers thanked Heavenly Father for sending the seagulls and saving their crops (see William E. Berrett, The Restored Church [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1961], pp. 283–85).
Jesus Christ also created insects and creeping things such as spiders and snakes. These creatures are a part of Heavenly Father’s plan.  Some insects can be eaten by birds, animals, and other insects; some can make pleasant sights and sounds. Honeybees make honey for us to eat, and they help fruits, flowers, and vegetables grow.  Some insects bother us. They eat our food and can bite or sting us. My teacher reminded us of the story of the seagulls and the crickets. Crickets are a kind of insect and they were eating all of the pioneers’ food. Usually when insects hurt or bother us, they are only trying to protect themselves.  
I am so grateful for birds, insects, and other creeping things.  They are an important part of our earth. I know that Heavenly Father and Jesus love me.  I can remember their love when I see birds, insects and other creeping things.

Thank you for bringing me to church today!






Love,






Your Sunbeam
Included for ease of lesson preparation.  Not intended to be part of the Sunbeam Letter

Story of Elijah being fed by the Ravens. 

(taken from“Bread Enough to Eat,” Friend, Jan 1976, 34)
Elijah lived in a land where King Ahab was a wicked man and “did more to provoke [Heavenly Father] than all the kings of Israel that were before him.”  Besides the many other evil things they did, Ahab and his followers worshiped graven images of wood and stone. They also believed in a false god named Baal.

Hoping to humble these foolish and proud people, the prophet Elijah was sent by the Lord to warn them. Elijah told the king how displeased our Heavenly Father was with him and with his people’s wickedness. He warned the king that there would be no rain or even dew in the land until the Lord permitted it.  The Lord then commanded Elijah to go secretly and live by the brook he promised that the ravens would bring him food there.  The Lord commanded the ravens to bring Elijah food to eat each morning and evening. As promised, the birds fed Elijah faithfully bringing him bread and meat.

