Dear Mom and Dad,

Today in Sunbeams we talked about what animals or insects make their homes in water, the ground and in trees. Can you help me think of some?   What do you think it would be like if our home was in the water, or in a tree?  Animals and insects live in many different kinds of homes, just like people.

My teacher told us the story of Lehi and his family’s journey to the Promised Land.  It was really interesting to learn about the different kind of homes they lived in.  Lehi’s family had a comfortable home in Jerusalem, but when the Lord told them to leave Jerusalem, they traveled in the desert and lived in tents. After many years the Lord commanded Nephi, Lehi’s son, to build a ship. Lehi and his family lived in the ship while they traveled to the Promised Land, a place Heavenly Father and Jesus had prepared for them to live. After arriving in the Promised Land, Lehi and his family lived in tents again until they could build more permanent homes. (1 Nephi 2:2-6, 17: 7-8, and 18:6, 23)
The early members of the Church who built a city called Nauvoo. They worked hard to build their homes and a beautiful temple. But some people around Nauvoo did not like the Church members and forced them to leave. The Church members traveled with only the belongings they could fit in covered wagons. Because the covered wagons were small, many of the children had to leave their toys behind. Some of the people lived in their covered wagons and in tents for a long time. What do you think it would be like to live in a covered wagon or tent?
The kind of home we live in is not important. Some people live in a large house, a small house, an apartment, a tent, or a boat. The important thing is that our homes are places where family members love each other. I got to tell what I like about my home, ways I know my family loves me, and how I feel when I go on a trip and then come back to my own home.  I remember how good it feels to come back to my own home and my own bed.  We practiced singing the song “Home” (Children’s Songbook, p. 192). 

My teacher helped us to understand that we need to take care of our homes so they will be good places to live.  We learned that every family member should help keep the home neat and clean, even me!  We had fun pantomiming (that means pretending) some things I can do to help keep our homes neat and clean, such as picking up my toys, sweeping the floor, and folding and putting away my clothes.

We played a game figuring out what I can do to be a good helper at home.  Can you help me figure out what I can do to be a helper in some of these situations?

• You accidentally spilled a glass of water on the floor. What should you do?

• You played with your blocks all afternoon. Now it is time to eat. What should you do with your blocks?

• Your mother is in a hurry to get dinner on the table. She needs someone to set the table before the family can eat. What could you do?

• Your clothes are washed and neatly folded. What should you do with them now?

• You have been playing outside and your shoes are covered with mud. What should you do before you come into the house?

• Your bed is messed up when you get out of it in the morning. What should you do to it?

I am so grateful for my home and my family.  I know that Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ love me and I’m grateful to them for blessing me with a home.







Love,







Your Sunbeam
