Dear Dad and mom,

I know that Heavenly Father planned and Jesus created all the animals, fish, birds, and insects on the earth.  The scriptures tell us that Adam named all the animals (see Genesis 2:19–20).  We learned about other prophets who loved animals too.
Do you remember the story of Noah? When Noah lived on the earth, the people were so wicked that the Lord commanded Noah to build an ark to save at least two of every kind of animal as well as his own righteous family. It rained for forty days and forty nights, and the earth was washed clean by a great flood. (Genesis 6-8) Heavenly Father and Jesus love animals and want them to be on the earth.  What animals are you thankful that Noah put on the ark?
When President Spencer W. Kimball was a boy, his job was to walk the cows to a pasture about a mile from his home. One day he made himself a slingshot, a toy that he could use to shoot rocks at fence posts and tree trunks. He became very good and could hit a tree or a fence post that was far away.

Tall trees grew along the side of the road where he walked the cows. Spencer noticed that there were many little birds in those trees. When he saw the birds, he was tempted to shoot them to show what a good shot he was. But then he remembered a song that he sang in Primary. It said, “Don’t kill the little birds. … The earth is God’s Estate, and he provideth food for small as well as great.” Spencer thought of those words that he sang. He decided that the birds were important to Heavenly Father, and it was not right to kill them. So he was always careful to shoot his slingshot where he would not hit any birds (see Conference Report, Apr. 1978, p. 71; or Ensign, May 1978, p. 47).  I know Heavenly Father and Jesus want us to be kind to all animals.
We also talked about how some of us have pets in our homes and how we take care of them.  We played a game by putting our thumbs up if our teacher mentioned a kind way to treat pets and thumbs down if it was an unkind way to treat pets.  Can you play with me?

 

I know animals were created by Jesus and are a part of Heavenly Father’s plan. Heavenly Father and Jesus want us to be kind to animals. I am going to look for ways to be kind to animals this week!
Thank you for bringing me to church today!







Love,







Your Sunbeam
