John 15:5 He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit
“’I am the vine,’ Jesus stated at the Last Supper, ‘ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing’ ("John 15:5John 15:5). To abide in Christ is to trust in him, rely on him, be patient with him and his plan for us, yield ourselves to his mercies, surrender to him, and thereby draw upon his life and his strength.

“Though the vine and the branch are related, they are not the same. The uniting factor is the sap that flows through the branches. That is like the Holy Spirit in our lives: we appropriate Christ's strength through the power of the Holy Ghost. When that Spirit dwells in us, we begin to bear the ‘fruit of the Spirit.’ Paul contrasts the ‘works of the flesh’—such things as adultery, fornication, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, strife, and so forth, which are behaviors and attitudes characterizing the natural man—with the fruit of the Spirit, the works and dispositions that characterize the man or woman who has been born again. ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. . . . And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.’ Paul then offers this wonderful plea to the household of faith: ‘If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit’ ("Gal. 5:19Galatians 5:19, "Gal. 5:22"Gal. 5:23"Gal. 5:24"Gal. 5:2522-25).

“In other words, if we claim membership in the Church of Jesus Christ, let us act like it. If we profess discipleship, people ought to be able to see that discipleship without difficulty. The fruit of the Spirit is the characteristics and attributes that flow from a changed heart—the ways that truly Christlike people feel and act.” (Robert L. Millet, Alive in Christ: The Miracle of Spiritual Rebirth [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997], 59)

John Taylor

“Just so with this people. When they [the saints] are doing their part—when they are magnifying their calling, living their religion, and walking in obedience to the Spirit of the Lord, they have a portion of his Spirit given to them to profit withal. And while they are humble, faithful, diligent, and observe the laws and commandments of God, they stand in their proper position on the tree: they are flourishing; the buds, blossoms, leaves, and everything about them are all right, and they form a part and parcel of the tree. … 

“Just as that little twig is indebted for its life and vigour to the tree, so are you indebted entirely to the Lord for the light and intelligence you have received on every subject. You are indebted to the Spirit of God for your wisdom and intelligence, as much as the little twig is indebted to the tree for its vitality, leaves, buds, and fragrance.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, pp. 108, 110.)

Continued…

John 15:5 for without me ye can do nothing
“[Referring to the Beatitudes] Without God, we are poor, mourners over many things, too meek to withstand powerful and uncontrollable forces, full of nameless hungers and thirstings. (See Matt. 5:3–6.) Alone, we are salt without savor, ‘good for nothing, but to be cast out.’ (Matt. 5:13.)

“We may defy our nothingness and attempt to become something without God. We may try in many vain ways to prove our worth by seeking wealth, power, or praise of men.

“Yet, when we can finally admit that we are nothing without God, the Savior invites us to lay on the altar the great burden of trying to do everything on our own or of assuming more responsibility than we have. Our meekness and dependence on the Lord, our hunger to know what is right, draw the Lord and his solutions to us. It is the poor in spirit, the mournful, and the meek ‘who come unto me’ who will receive the kingdom of heaven. (3 Ne. 12:3; italics added.) Those who ‘hunger and thirst after righteousness’ will be ‘filled with the Holy Ghost.’ (3 Ne. 12:6.)

“King Benjamin offers an enigmatic promise: if we will remember our nothingness without God, we will always rejoice. (See Mosiah 4:11–12.) We must admit that our own self-will has caused us the most trouble. What a blessing it is to lay it on the altar!” (Catherine Thomas, “Blessed Are Ye … ,” Ensign, June 1987, 6)
George F. Richards

“I quote the following from the poet Wordsworth: ‘To character and success, two things, contradictory as they may seem, must go together, humble dependence on God, and manly reliance on self.’ If there is anything in which we need humble dependence on God in order to succeed it is in this work of His ministry. The Lord cannot use in His ministry a person who is unwilling to be used.” (Priesthood and Ministry by Elder George F. Richards, Improvement Era, 1939, Vol. Xxxii. February, 1939. No. 2. .)

