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Be a Friend of the Savior 
          We all run into storms. That’s just part of life.                                                                                                                                                         But with the Savior as your friend and your guide, you’ll never be lost.

Most of the time Fish Lake is as smooth as glass, but it can become extremely rough when strong winds come up. Some of my most enjoyable days as a young man were spent fishing with my father and family on Fish Lake in central Utah. We would get up early in               the morning, before the sun rose, and guide our boat to the other side of the lake. There we would troll for trout along a beautiful,                      pine-covered bank. Generally, we would head back to camp around ten o’clock in the morning for breakfast.

One day I was manning the controls of the outboard motor as we started back across the water.  A sudden, strong wind turned the mirror-calm water angry and boiling. The roiling waves pushed the boat into a frenzied zigzag course, and I could not hold it steady.                 My father moved toward me and asked if he should take over. I immediately turned the controls over to him, and within minutes he       was steering straight across the lake toward the shore. Our family was astounded and asked our father how he could do this so quickly.                 He then taught us a great tool for steering a straight course. He pointed out two tall pine trees across the lake near our campsite.                  He said that by aligning the boat with two large pine trees, he was able to dock near our camp. The trees were a sure marker to guide us to our safe harbor.

Everyone’s life is sometimes battered by the winds and waves of temptations, setbacks, and disappointments. However, we can find a straight course to safe harbors if we align our lives with Jesus Christ and with a loving Father in Heaven. Just as the Savior follows his Father, we can follow the Savior.

No matter what life brings, the Savior always remains our loving friend. As Elder Neal A. Maxwell said, “We are the spirit offspring of   our Father in heaven, and in His infinite wisdom He has provided His Only Begotten Son—in the flesh, our elder brother and friend,  Jesus—to lead us back home” (That My Family Should Partake, 96). His friendship brings so much to our lives. He is God the Son,              our Elder Brother. His words, his life, and his Atonement provide a clear course that will guide us back to our Father’s safe harbor,                  to true peace and joy. The course to safety becomes clearer as we align our friendship and love more completely with his.                                                  
So the key question for you and me is, “How can I be a true friend of the Savior?”  The answer comes when we more fully understand the nature of true and eternal friendships.

A solid foundation                                                                                             First, friendship must be built on a solid foundation. Friendships fused together with sin crumble; friendships cemented with spiritual virtue last an eternity.
Friends help friends                                                                                       Second, you help and strengthen your friendship with the Savior when you obey his admonition to “Love thy neighbor as thyself”                   (Matt. 22:39). Your individual acts of kindness emulate those of your Eternal Friend.
Gifts                                                                                                                 Third, friends give freely to each other. The Father gave us his Son, and the Savior gave his life for us. In turn, we offer the gift of                    our lives when we become more like him through our own righteous living.

Communication                                                                                                               Fourth, friends talk frequently to each other. With all the tools at our fingertips today—telephones, computers, e-mail, faxes, and good old-fashioned face-to-face talking—it is hard to imagine a solid friendship without regular, meaningful communication. We build our friendship with the Savior when we use the communication tools he has given us. In his name, we should have consistent, sincere, private conversations with our Father in Heaven through prayer. These prayers should share our sincere hopes and aspirations, express our thanksgiving for his blessings, and ask for guidance and strength.
Peace and security                                                                                                  Fifth, friends give each other a sense of peace and security. Speaking to his Apostles, Jesus teaches us again by saying: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).
How can we be a friend of the Savior? These five elements of friendship will help qualify us to be a true friend to the Savior. But above all, we can strive to follow the Savior’s own answer: “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).                                                                                                                                                
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