Frequently Asked Questions:

1) Meetings – 

a. How often? Twice a month

b. How long? An hour is the going rate, although sometimes you may need to extend it just a bit.

c. Where to hold them? In a home or at the church.  Wherever works best for your group.

d. When to hold them? Some hold them after school, or the same night as mutual activities.  Whatever works best for your ward situation – and you, as the leader.

2) Children involved –Split or keep together?  

a. Since the individual children range in different maturity levels, it’s hard to keep the 8-11 year old kids together.  Some units like to split them based on age: 8-9 and 10-11, but it also varies with the amount of girls as well.  Work it with your Primary President to see what would be the best possible solution for your unit.

b. Sometimes it’s best to keep all the children together.  Again, work with your Primary President to see what works best for your unit.

3) What Workbook or Guide books are there?

a. The only booklet approved by the Church is the Faith in God Booklet.  All other booklets at Deseret Book are not approved, but provide valuable resources to help with your activities.  Also, look on-line at the church’s website: http://www.lds.org/pa/display/0,17884,4697-1,00.html  for further help.  Use the back issues of The Friend and The New Era magazines for more help. 

4) Goals – 

a. Each child has certain requirements to complete:

i. Basic Goals – continually

ii. Learning and Living the Gospel – minimum 2 a year

iii. Serving Others – minimum 2 a year

iv. Developing Talents – minimum 2 a year

v. Preparing for Young Women/Young Men – done while s/he’s 11 years old.

b. What are the extra lines in the goal areas?

i. You can make up your own goal to accomplish.  The idea is to get the individuals to recognize other goal options that are not listed, but go with the theme of the area.

c. Can the goals be done at home?

i. Certainly!  The parent(s) need to be involved with the program and to help solidify the goals as they are being done.

d. Record keeping 

i. Keep good records of the goals accomplished and who accomplished them.  Sometimes the children lose their booklets and can’t remember what they have done.  This way – you know who was there, what goal was done and have a good record.  Look at the “Files” section for goal/record keeping files.

5) Activities –


a. What types are good?

i. Anything mobile, and uses their muscles and brains is good.  Teach them a variety of skills, new ideas, and stretch their imagination.

ii. Field trips – a great exercise!

iii. Service Projects – perfect for “thinking outside oneself”

iv. Look to the Cub Scout Program Helps (Planning Guide) for the year.  They have great ideas and games already set forth for the cubs to participate in.  Get yourself a copy of one to see how it’s set up and do many of the activities the boys do.  The girls will love them just as much.

b. What should my budget be?

i. You should have a small resource of money to pay for any supplies needed for your activity.  The Primary President decides how much to allocate to your program.  Please be aware that it is not going to be much, and you will have to be thrifty and find inexpensive activities to do.




6) Recognition – 


a. This is to be done at least twice a year, to recognize the individual and their accomplishments on goals. Many units do it during their “Daddy/Daughter” or “Mother/Daughter” activities.
b. Whether it’s a full out display of activities, or an intimate meeting to acknowledge the individual’s work, it’s up to you to make it happen.

c. It can be formal or informal.

d. Gifts for recognition?  
i. No jewelry or other awards have been sanctioned by the church.  BUT – talk it over with your Primary President to see if there is a possibility of some sort of award system.  It is up to her leadership to see if it’s the right thing to do.  She may have to speak with the Bishopric Counselor to see if this is the right course to take.

e. The only thing that the child receives upon leaving the program when they graduate is the Faith in God Award certificate at the end of the booklet, signed by the Bishop and the Primary President.
