
Deseret Book®

Family Home Evening Materials

Theme: Prayer
Packet #020305

5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



Prayer

Thought:
Through prayer, we can show our love for God. And He has made it so easy. We may pray to
Him any time. No special equipment is needed. We don’t even need to charge batteries or pay
a monthly service fee.
(Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, May 2003, p. 7.)

Purpose:
To help our family understand the power of prayer.

Song:
“I Pray in Faith” Children’s Songbook, p. 14.

Scripture:
Search diligently, pray always, and be believing, and all things shall work together for your
good . . . 
(Doctrine and Covenants 90:24)

Lesson:
Materials Needed: Pictures of the First Vision (Gospel Art Kit 103), Enos Praying (GAK 305),
Jesus Blessing the Nephite Children (GAK 322), Moroni Hiding the Plates (GAK, 320). Write
the following scripture references on small slips of paper: D&C 31:12, Luke 6:28, D&C 5:24,
1 Nephi 7:21, Alma 37:37, 1 Thessalonians 5:18, 2 Nephi 32:9, 3 Nephi 18:21. Scriptures.

Application: Display all four pictures. Encourage your family to work together to tell what
they know about each story. Add any details or information they forget. Ask the group what all
four of these stories have in common. (Prayer). Tell them this is what the lesson is about. 

As a family, look up the scripture references and take turns reading them aloud to the group.
On a paper or poster write what they can learn about prayer from that verse. The following
points should be included:

1. Pray to resist temptation.
2. Pray for your enemies.
3. Pray with reverence and humility.
4. Pray for forgiveness.
5. Pray in the morning, at night, and in all your doings.
6. Give thanks in your prayers.
7. Pray in the name of Jesus Christ.
8. Pray with your family.

(Beth Lefgren and Jennifer Jackson, Sharing Time, Family Time, Anytime, Book Two, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
1991],  p. 75.)



Story:

He Came Off Conqueror
(Wendell J. Ashton)

During World War II the postman dropped me a letter from a former missionary companion of mine,
John Boud. Some seven years before, we had worked together in the offices of the European and British
Missions in London. John Boud, now a lieutenant, senior grade, was stationed at San Diego, California,
and had the honor of being the first Latter-day Saint chaplain in the United States Navy, so far is known.

In Lieutenant Boud’s letter carried the usual good cheer that his correspondence always exuded, but
he related a particular war story which proved stimulating.

Each Wednesday, Chaplain Boud held a service at the marine base for Latter-day Saint servicemen.
Many of the sessions were in the form of testimony meetings. He related the experience of a fine young
Mormon sailor who had been in the Navy about a year. During that time he had baptized three friends.
These were great thrills, but one of the most stirring moments came when this same sailor had a
destroyer blasted from under him. The young man had been kidded, and perhaps even ridiculed a bit,
during the wanderings of the destroyer because he always turned down the drinks and passed off the
smokes. Some of this slur was tossed at him in the typical taunts of hardened tars.

Then one day the ship’s captain bellowed out: “Stand by for torpedo!” All hands rushed to the fore
of the ship. Some of the more frantic sailors dropped to their knees, calling in loud voices for the Lord
to spare them. Walking about in the crisis, the boy form Idaho noticed among those with outstretched
arms, calling to the heavens for mercy, the same fellows who had mocked him.

Then the crash came. The torpedo hit like a terrific bolt of thunder and lightning. The young Latter-
day Saint was hurled into the ocean. Later he was rescued.

When other survivors of the sunken vessel gathered together to recount their thrills, one of the first
questions popped was at the sailor who never drank or smoked: “Why, tell us,” one of the seamen
asked, “didn’t you fall to your knees like the rest of us and pray?”

Then came the young man’s classic reply: “Because, fellows, I had been doing some praying long
before our lives were in danger.”

(A Story to Tell, Second Edition, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2004],  p.19.)

Activity:

Make four sets of fourteen small word strips that contain the words from the first part of D&C 10:5:
PRAY, ALWAYS, THAT, YOU, MAY, COME, OFF, CONQUEROR, YEA, THAT, YOU, MAY, 
CONQUER, SATAN. Put each set in a separate envelope.

Divide the family into four groups (small families could use fewer groups). Give each group an enve-
lope containing the word strips. Tell them that when the words are placed in correct order, they will
spell out the first part of a Doctrine and Covenants scripture. Explain that the first group to place the
words in correct order will be the winners. They cannot remove the word strips from the envelopes until
you say go.

(The Best of Fun for Family Night, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003],  p. 42.)

Extras:
• List the times for prayer, such as: bedtime, morning, mealtime, family prayer, when frightened, during

problems, in gratitude, etc.
• Make a poster of your family’s favorite prayer scripture to be displayed in your home.
• Review the steps of prayer. 
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Refreshment

Mark’s Famous Honey Candy

2 cups sugar
1/4 cup butter
1⁄2 cup honey
1/2 cup water
pinch of salt

In a heavy saucepan, combine all ingredients. Cook, stirring constantly, until sugar is dissolved. Then
cook over medium-high heat, stirring as little as possible, to 260degrees on candy thermometer, or until
a little mixture, dropped into cold water, forms a hard ball. Remove from heat and pour onto buttered
shallow pan or platter to cool. When cool enough to handle, pull with buttered fingers until taffy is satin
smooth and ropy. Cut into bite-size pieces with buttered scissors, and wrap in wax paper, if desired.
Makes 1 1/2 pounds of candy.

(Paula Julander and Joanne Milner, Utah State Fare, [Salt Lake City: Shadow Mountain, 1995], p. 69.)


