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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it.
Holding Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part
of all family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



Mothers
Thought:
A mother's influence is far-reaching. Someone said when you train a boy you're just training
another individual, but when you train a girl you're training a whole family. So important is the
work of a mother. Children are the product of her life or hands, her teaching, her training.
(Teachings of Harold B. Lee)

Purpose:
Help our family members understand the importance of Mothers.

Song:
“Mother Dear,” Children’s Songbook, p. 206.

Scripture:
Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD
thy God giveth thee.
(Exodus 20:12)

Lesson:
Help your family think of all the loving things their mother does for them. Tell them that all

animals have mothers that take care of them as well. Match up the animal mothers and their
babies.

Mother Babies
1. goose a. chick
2. nanny goat b. piglet
3. hen c. kid
4. owl d. gosling
5. cow e. lamb
6. ewe (sheep) f. fowl
7. sow (pig) g. owlet
8. mare (horse) h. calf

Answers: l. d, 2. c, 3. a, 4. g, 5. h, 6. e, 7. b, 8. f. 

(Jeni Brinton Gochnour, Fun Things to Do All Year Through, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1998], p. 10.)

Story:

Therefore He Made Mothers
(Harold B. Lee)

A family consisting of my grandmother, my mother, and two or three of the younger chil-
dren were seated before an open door, watching the great display of nature’s fireworks as a
severe thunderstorm raged near the mountain where our home was located. A flash of chain
lightning followed by an immediate loud clap of thunder indicated that the lightning had struck



very close.
I was standing in the doorway when suddenly and without warning my mother gave me a vigorous

push that sent me sprawling on my back out of the doorway. At that instant, a bolt of lightning came
down the chimney of the kitchen stove, out through the open doorway, and split a huge gash from top to
bottom in a large tree immediately in front of the house. If I had remained in the door opening, I would-
n’t be writing this story today.

My mother could never explain her split-second decision. All I know is that my life was spared
because of her impulsive, intuitive action.

Years later, when I saw the deep scar on that large tree at the old family home, I could only say from
a grateful heart: Thank the Lord for that precious gift possessed in abundant measure by my own mother
and by many other faithful mothers, through whom heaven can be very near in time of need.

During my young boyhood, there were many occasions when Mother’s instructive and intuitive
understanding prompted her to know that help was needed. Once on a stormy night she directed my
father to go and search for me, only to find that my horse had stumbled and thrown me into a pool of
half-frozen mud. My mother had known that help was needed. 

Someone has coined a statement that has great significance: “God could not be everywhere, and
therefore he made mothers.”

(Sunshine for the Latter-day Saint Mother’s Soul, [Salt Lake City: Eagle Gate, 2000],  p. 12.)

Activity:
Use a wide-mouthed canning jar that can be decorated. Provide small slips of paper, and have each fam-
ily member write a pleasant memory of mother on each slip of paper. Once each child has recorded a
suitable number of memories, have them fold up the slips of paper and place them into the jars. These
can be any types of memories, such as the events of a pleasant vacation, something particularly funny
that Mom said, or a teaching moment still remembered. Let mother read one slip each day for the rest of
the month. 

(Clark L. and Kathryn H. Kidd, Kent D. and Sharon Pugmire, Ward Activities for the Clueless, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
2001],  p. 248.)

Extra:
• Have each family member write a poem to Mom.
• Help Mom plant flowers.



Refreshment

Frosty Strawberry Cake

This cake is a cool dessert for any occasion.
1 angel food cake
1 1⁄2 quarts (6 cups) strawberry ice cream, slightly softened
1 pint whipping cream
1⁄2 cup sugar

Red food coloring
4 cups sliced fresh strawberries 

Sugar to taste

Slice the cake twice horizontally to make three layers. Spread half of the softened ice cream on the bottom
layer. Cover with the middle layer of cake. Spread remaining ice cream on top. Then cover with top layer
of cake. Freeze cake until hard. Whip cream until stiff. Add the 1⁄2 cup sugar. Mix in enough red food col-
oring (a drop at a time) to turn whipped cream pink. Remove cake from freezer and frost with whipped
cream. Return to freezer until serving time. Slice strawberries and sprinkle with sugar. Garnish cake with
strawberries. Makes 12 servings. 

(Julie Badger Jensen, The Essential Mormon Cookbook, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2004] p. 13.)
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