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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it.
Holding Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part
of all family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



Theme: Mothers
Thought:
My Mother made a brilliant impression upon my childhood life. She shone for me like the evening star.
I loved her dearly.
(Winston Churchill)

Purpose:
To help family members recognize the importance of mothers and give them an opportunity to express
their love for their mother.

Song:
“I Often Go Walking,” Children’s Songbook, p. 202.

Scripture:
Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
(Mosiah 13:20)

Lesson:
Read together Alma 56:45–48. Give each person an opportunity to
describe the mothers of these young men in one sentence. Write these
descriptions on a sheet of paper.
Next have your family take turns sharing favorite memories about their
mother or grandmother. Have each person give a one-sentence description
of their mother or grandmother and write these on another paper. Discuss
the similarities between the two lists. What qualities do all good mothers
share?

(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint

Families: Book of Mormon, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003],  p. 235.)

Story:

The Gold Star
“You are each to write a poem for Mother’s Day,” the teacher said. The
girls in the third-grade class smiled at each other and quickly started
writing. But the boys looked uncomfortable and wondered what they
could write, especially Roberto.

The teacher told them that the one who wrote the best poem about mother
would have a gold star pasted by his or her name on the blackboard.
Roberto half-closed his eyes, trying to imagine what it would be like to
see his name with a big shining gold star beside it. But his dream lasted
only a moment, for he was sure that no poem he wrote would ever be
judged as the best one.

Roberto looked at the blank sheet his teacher had given him. He bounced
his pencil on its eraser end and then started to make some marks on the
paper.

“I could easily draw a star,” he decided, “lots of them, but that wouldn’t



mean very much, not nearly as much as if a big gold one were placed beside my name on the
blackboard!”
Debbie waved her hand. “I’m through,” she announced when the teacher called on her. “May I read my
poem now?”

“All the poems will be read at three o’clock, and you may read yours first,” the teacher promised.

Promptly at three, the teacher called on Debbie, who stood up proudly and read:
Mothers buy dresses and shoes and things.
They give us parties and rings.
We wish them a happy Mother’s Day.
We hope mothers are here to stay.

Bobby was next:
Mothers make clown suits and lemonades
And fix sore toes with keen Band-aids;
But there’s one thing she can’t do, and I wish she could—
That’s learn to like bugs, like mothers should.

Eagerly the children read the poems they had written for their mothers, all except Roberto.

“I can’t make a poem,” he explained when it was his turn. “The words don’t rhyme.”

“The children exchanged amused smiles.

“But I’ve written what I feel,” he continued. Then Roberto read:
Mothers . . . mothers make . . . 
Well, mothers make you hurt inside
When you haven’t got one.

He looked around at the boys and girls, expecting them to laugh because he could not write a poem,
but there was no laughter from them. And everyone in the third grade was glad when their teacher put
a big gold star on the blackboard next to the name Roberto José Martinez.

(Lucile C. Reading, Shining Moments:Stories for Latter-day Saint Children, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985], p.104.)

Activity:

Paper Flower Bouquet
Have each member of the family make a flower out of construction paper. Help them come up with a
service that they can do for Mom. Write the idea down on their flower, and then put the flowers in a
basket or vase.

(Kimberly L. Bytheway and Diane H. Loveridge, Traditions, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003], p. 39.)

Extras:
• Have each family member list something they’ve learned from their mother
• Write a letter to Grandmother
• Turn your home into a vacation paradise. Give it a “hotel” name and treat Mom as if she is the guest
of honor.



Refreshments
Quick Cinnamon Rolls

3 1/2 cups warm water
1 cup oil
1/2 cup sugar
5 1/2 tablespoons yeast
1 teaspoon salt
3 eggs
10 1/2 cups flour

Combine water, oil, sugar, and yeast in a large bowl and let sit for 15 minutes. Add salt, eggs, and
flour. Mix well. Knead until dough holds together. Split dough in half and roll each half into a
rectangle. Spread with butter and top with a cinnamon and sugar mixture. Roll up and slice. Place rolls
in a greased or sprayed pan. Let rolls rise until they reach a desired size. Bake at 350° F. for 15
minutes.

(Janene W. Baadsgaard, The LDS Mother’s Almanac, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003],  p. 330.)


