DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 

A Reader’s Theater by Lynda Whitlock
You will need the following: Simple costumes if desired, Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Daniel, Ruler 1, Ruler 2

Guards, a few lions (paper sack puppets work well here).  Songs on prayer are included in the script.   See the Friend, April 2006 for "Don't ever forget to pray" with words by President Hinckley for concluding song. 

Narrator 1:  King Darius, the mighty king of the Medes and Persians, chose many men to help him rule his kingdom.  “It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes…” to lead his people.  He chose Daniel to be the chief ruler in Babylon over many of his leaders because the king saw “an excellent spirit was with him.”  When Daniel was chosen, the other rulers or leaders of the king were jealous and angry.  

Narrator 2:  The jealous leaders tried to catch Daniel doing something wrong.  This did not happen because Daniel was brave, wise, and honest.  He kept the commandments.  They tried to catch him not being loyal to the king.  Daniel was always loyal and true.  Not being able to catch Daniel doing something wrong, the other leaders decided to come up with a plan to get rid of Daniel.  They stood around “plotting like vicious lions to trap their prey” as they discussed their plan.  

 

Ruler 1:  Daniel does not deserve such an important position.  There are many of us who serve the king far better than Daniel.

 

Ruler 2:  Let’s get rid of him!  I know we can do this.  We don’t want to be caught.  We must be clever as well as careful to deceive our king into banishing Daniel from us.  

Ruler 1:  I have an idea!  Let’s go to King Darius and get him to make a law that we know Daniel will break.    We will get the king to make a law which he cannot change.  And we will tell the king that all of his officials agree this law should be made.

Ruler 2:  But what kind of law can that be? 

Ruler 1:  I know.  The law needs to have something to do with Daniel’s belief in God because he would never disobey his God.  Come with me to the king.  I know this plan will work.  Just agree with everything I tell the king.  Let’s go!

 

Narrator 1:  Daniel was a Hebrew.  He worshiped the only true God of Israel, our Heavenly Father.  The Medes and Persians, including the wicked leaders, worshipped many false gods.

 

Narrator 2:  The jealous rulers knew Daniel prayed often to his God.  He also knew that nothing would stop Daniel from praying.  That was the heart of his wicked plan.

 

Ruler 1 & 2:  “King Darius, live for ever”

 

Ruler 1:  All your “presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counselors, and the captains have consulted together” agreeing you should make a decree or law saying “that whosoever shall ask a petition (or pray to) …any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O King, he shall be cast into the den of lions”

 

Ruler 2:  It is a good and just law, mighty king.

 

King Darius:  I am flattered you should approach me with this advice.  Yes, I, too, think it should become a law.  Scribes, write this down and make it a law throughout the land.  No one should pray for the next thirty days except the king.

 

Ruler 1 & 2:  Oh, wise king, we shall obey your law as will all who love and respect you.

 

King Darius:  Thank you my trusted counselors.

  

Narrator 2:  The law was then given to everyone in the land.  As soon as Daniel heard it, he knew it as a trap set for him.  He must either give up his daily prayers to God, or be thrown to the lions.

 

Daniel:  What is this new law?  How can I not pray to the God I love?  Which is more important, the law of man which tells me to stop praying or the law of my God which tells me to pray always to Him.  What am I going to do?  I will not stop praying to my Father in Heaven.  Yet, if I disobey this law, the lions will kill me.  I could save my life by not praying to God for thirty days.  I could save my life by praying secretly in my head.  No, I will choose the right.  And I will not hide the fact that I am choosing the right.  I will continue to pray aloud three times a day, not hiding my love for God from anyone.

  

Song:  “I Pray in Faith” page 14

Narrator 1:  Daniel went into his house.  He went upstairs to the front room where he had always prayed.  Kneeling down by the window as he always had, he began his prayer.  Daniel did not see the jealous leaders outside his house watching him pray.  

Narrator 2:  Even if he had known they were there, he would have continued in spite of the consequences.  Yes, the wicked leaders were smiling there in the shadows.  They knew Daniel had broken the law.  How anxious they were to tell the king.

  

Ruler 1:  YES!  Daniel is there by the window.  He is praying as he always does.

 

Ruler 2:  Our plan has worked!  Lets, hurry to tell the king.

 

(Ruler 1 & 2 rush off to tell King Darius.)

 

Ruler 1:  Great King Darius, live forever.  Did you not make a law saying that anyone who prayed to any god or man, except you of course, these thirty days should be thrown to the lions?

 

King Darius:  Yes, I most certainly did.  

 

Ruler 2:  Oh mighty king.  Daniel, who is one of the Jews captured and brought to Babylon years ago, does not obey you.  He breaks your law.  He still is praying to his God three times a day!

 

King Darius:  You must be mistaken.  Daniel is my most loyal subject and my friend. He would not rebel against me.  How did this happen!  I must find some way to change the law.  Daniel is one of my favorite leaders!  I must put an end to this law.

 

Narrator 1:  The king went to his garden to think about how he could help Daniel.  After pacing and pondering all day, King Darius knew what he had to do.  He had written the law.  It could not be changed.  Daniel must be punished according to the law.

 

Ruler 1:  Our king.  What is your decision?  What must happen to Daniel, who broke your law?

 

Ruler 2:  Daniel must be punished to show others that even those closest to you, those you have called to be your leaders, must obey your law.  He must suffer the consequences of breaking the law and be placed in the den of lions as punishment.  Daniel was brought before the king.

 

King Darius:  I am sorely grieved you have broken the law, Daniel.  You must suffer the punishment.  “Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.”   Guards, take him to the den of lions.

Guards:  As you command, sire. (Guards take Daniel to the lions’ den)

 

Narrator 1:  After the guards told Daniel of the Kings decision, he willingly accepted his punishment.  The guards took him to the lions’ den.  When Daniel saw the hungry lions he was filled with fear.  

Narrator 2:  Their ferocious roars and massive size made Daniel realize he had no chance of survival should they decide to attack him.  Although afraid, Daniel went bravely into the den of lions uttering a prayer in his heart that he might find courage and his life be spared.

 

Guards:  (pushing Daniel into the den) There Christian.  Let your God protect you now.  Let’s role this rock  to block the entrance so Daniel cannot escape.

Daniel:  If it is God’s will, I will be protected this night from the jaws of the lions.  Although I cannot see my Heavenly Father, I know he is near.  I know he hears and answers my prayers.

Song:  God’s Love, page 97.  (These words may need to be posted, as all three verses need to be sung to complete the meaning of the song)

 

King Darius:  What have I done?  My best friend and trusted leader is now in the den with vicious, wild animals.  I cannot eat.  I cannot sleep.  How could I have been tricked into making such a stupid law? I will spend this night fasting and praying for Daniel’s safety. 

Narrator 1:  All that night the king paced back and forth worrying about his friend, Daniel.   King Darius was anxious to see the morning sun arise.  With the first rays of the warm sunlight he ran to the entrance of the lions’ den.

 

Narrator 2:  He stopped just before arriving at the huge den.  What would he see?  Had his friend been torn to pieces?  Fearfully, he called out….

 

King Darius:  “Oh Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?”

 

Daniel:  “O King, live for ever.”   My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me:  forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me: and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.”  I am safe.  God did not let the lions harm me!

Narrator 2:  “Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den.  So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.”

 

King Darius:  Guards, remove Daniel from the den.

Guards:  Yes, sire. (Removes Daniel from the lions’ den)

 

Narrator 1:  The guards lifted Daniel out of the den they saw there was not one scratch on him.

 

Narrator 2:  The King was quick to issue another law replacing the first.  This new law allowed did away with the old law which forbade people to pray.  The people of the land could now pray as they had done before.

 

King Darius:  I now see I was tricked into placing Daniel in the lions’ den.  You who tricked me into making the new law are now to be punished.  You shall be thrown in the lion’s den.

 

Rulers 1 & 2:  
No……

Guards:  As you command, Our king.  (The guards throw the wicked leaders into the lions’ den and the lions attack them.)

 

Narrator 1:  And so it was as “the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives, and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones, in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den”.

Narrator 2:  It was a sad day for them.  It is always a sad day for those who work against God.

 

King Darius:  There is now a new law replacing the old one.  “I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.  He delivereth and resueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Daniel:  I was saved from the lions because I prayed to God for my safety.  He listened to my prayers and answered them by calming the lions who calmed me that night instead of hurting me.  Heavenly Father listens to the prayers of his children and answers them.  I testify this truth to you.

Song:  "Don't ever forget to pray"
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