Church & Classroom Etiquette

Ask: How would you behave in front of a servant of the Lord? Did you know that I am a servant of the Lord? Did you know that all Primary teachers are servants of the Lord? That means we treat our teachers with respect.

Who knows what the 4th commandment says? The 4th commandment is to keep the Sabbath Day holy. We come to church to worship God. How do we behave when we are worshipping? Today we are going to learn about church etiquette. Have children repeat church etiquette. Say church etiquette means using church manners.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

When we come to church, even if it’s not on Sunday, it’s time to use our church manners. (You could talk about where and when it’s time to play, be serious, have fun, run, be quiet, etc.)
Definition & Examples

Etiquette means good manners, being polite. It’s a word that we use to describe people who behave well at all times and in all places like children of God, and treat others with respect.

Church Etiquette: Church is a sacred place we come to worship Heavenly Father & Jesus.

Dress & Appearance

· Wear your nicest clothes on Sunday. That’s why it’s called Sunday Best. They should be modest and nice. Shorts should stay at home.

Behavior

· Sit quietly and keep your feet on floor at all times.

· Keep your hands to yourselves.

· Use the restroom and get a drink before coming to church, and again between classes. You shouldn't need to get a drink of water during sacrament meeting or class. Stay in Sacrament meeting and class until after the closing prayer. Worship has a beginning (opening song & prayer) and an end (closing song & prayer).

· Be on time.

· Talking to people during sacrament meeting or class is not only disrespectful towards God, it is rude towards the other people in the church who are trying to worship. Talk to God while in church through your prayers, hymns, and thanksgiving, and to your friends in the hall afterwards.

Language

· Use only respectful and kind language. That means we only say nice things—never anything rude or mean. We can express ourselves without using mean language. If you wouldn’t like someone saying something about you, don’t say it about them. “If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all.”

Respect for Others & Property

· The Golden Rule: do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

· ASK PERMISSION FOR EVERYTHING.

· Our Primary teachers are servants of the Lord. That means we listen to them and obey them and treat them as a servant of the Lord.

· Smile. Look people in the eye. Offer to shake their hand. When we see the bishopric, we should shake their hands and greet them.

· Be polite and say thank you and you’re welcome.

· Offer to help those who need help.

· The Church belongs to the Lord. Do not damage or ruin anything inside or outside of the church. Do not go into classrooms to play. Be only where you should be. Do not play with microphones.

· The chapel is a sacred place. We should always wear our Sunday best in the chapel and be reverent. Never play in the chapel. 

(When reviewing this list, I would bring it down to their level. “What kind of clothes should we wear on Sunday?” “Put your hands in the air and wave them around. Is this how our hands should behave in church?” The kids will probably tell you that you should fold your arms. “Look at your feet. Should your feet be kicking the chairs or kicking your neighbor? Should they be running down the hall and making noise? No, they should be quiet feet.” …you get the point.)

Manners Poem

1 When you don’t know if you are right, If what you’re doing is polite,

2 Ask yourself, “How would it be If everyone did just like me?”

3 If everyone jumped up and down With a face twisted into a frown,

4 If everyone would bang and jar As noisy as a dinosaur,

5 If everyone reached at the table Just as far as He was able,

6 If everyone shoved everyone In line, in play, or just in fun,

7 If everyone would proclaim, “My turn first” in every game,

8 How would it be? I dread to see. BUT …

9 If everyone did just like you And you did what you ought to do—

10 Ask at the table, Wait in line,

11 And close the door, With no more tantrums on the floor,

12 Then everyone would be polite, And you would know that you are right!

(Mabel Jones Gabbott, “Manners,” Friend, Oct. 1981, 42)

*I found that acting this out was very helpful in engaging the children.
Etiquette isn’t something one is born with. They must be learned by every boy and girl. Treating each other respectfully, dressing with care, and behaving well in public are a part of being a Latter-day Saint and living the gospel.

(Following adapted from “Charity Doth Not Behave Itself Unseemly,” Ensign, Apr 1988, 71)

Jesus said “Follow me.” Simon Peter and Andrew left their nets and followed him. (See Matt. 4:18–20.) Like these humble fishermen who became Christ’s disciples, we, too, try to follow him. He set the perfect example.

He has said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15) and, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35). How can we show our love for Jesus and for one another? (Keep the commandments and respect one another.) 

How can we keep his commandments and set an example that will make others want to follow him?

We can all be missionaries by being good examples in our homes, at school, and in our neighborhoods. One young woman’s patriarchal blessing said that wherever she traveled, people would judge the Church by her example. Since then, she has traveled a great deal—in a college performing group and in her subsequent employment. She has remembered that counsel and has had many opportunities to discuss the Church with nonmembers.

Setting a positive example involves love and respect for others and a tolerance for their beliefs. A handbook used by lady missionaries states, “Etiquette and good manners are based on respect for people’s feelings, opinions, property, and time. Such respect shows that we are more concerned about others than ourselves.” (Ye Are the Light of the World, Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1984, pp. 77–78.) The way we treat others reflects both what we are and what we believe.

Respect and tolerance go hand-in-hand with reverence for life itself. We should honor and respect all God’s children, as well as his creations. If we remember who we are and act accordingly, we can learn to have charity, which, the Apostle Paul said, “doth not behave itself unseemly” (see 1 Cor. 13:4–5), and which will enable us to love others as the Savior loves us.(
Language

For the Strength of Youth, Language, 22

“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good” (Ephesians 4:29).

How you speak says much about who you are. Clean and intelligent language is evidence of a bright and wholesome mind. Use language that uplifts, encourages, and compliments others. Do not insult others or put them down, even in joking. Speak kindly and positively about others so you can fulfill the Lord’s commandment to love one another. When you use good language, you invite the Spirit to be with you.

Always use the names of God and Jesus Christ with reverence and respect. Misusing their names is a sin. Profane, vulgar, or crude language or gestures, as well as jokes about immoral actions, are offensive to the Lord and to others. Foul language harms your spirit and degrades you. Do not let others influence you to use it.

Choose friends who use good language. Help others around you use clean language by your example and by good-naturedly encouraging them to choose other words. Politely walk away or change the subject when others around you use bad language.

If you have developed the habit of swearing, you can break it. Begin by making a decision to change. Pray for help. If you start to use words you know are wrong, keep quiet or say what you have to say in a different way.

James 3:2–13(
Dress & Appearance

For the Strength of Youth, Dress and Appearance, 14

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? … The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Corinthians 3:16–17).

Your body is God’s sacred creation. Respect it as a gift from God, and do not defile it in any way. Through your dress and appearance, you can show the Lord that you know how precious your body is. You can show that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Prophets of God have always counseled His children to dress modestly. The way you dress is a reflection of what you are on the inside. Your dress and grooming send messages about you to others and influence the way you and others act. When you are well groomed and modestly dressed, you invite the companionship of the Spirit and can exercise a good influence on those around you.

Never lower your dress standards for any occasion. Doing so sends the message that you are using your body to get attention and approval and that modesty is important only when it is convenient.

Immodest clothing includes short shorts and skirts, tight clothing, shirts that do not cover the stomach, and other revealing attire. Young women should wear clothing that covers the shoulder and avoid clothing that is low-cut in the front or the back or revealing in any other manner. Young men should also maintain modesty in their appearance. All should avoid extremes in clothing, appearance, and hairstyle. Always be neat and clean and avoid being sloppy or inappropriately casual in dress, grooming, and manners. Ask yourself, “Would I feel comfortable with my appearance if I were in the Lord’s presence?”

Someday you will receive your endowment in the temple. Your dress and behavior should help you prepare for that sacred time.

Do not disfigure yourself with tattoos or body piercings. If girls or women desire to have their ears pierced, they are encouraged to wear only one pair of modest earrings.

Show respect for the Lord and for yourself by dressing appropriately for Church meetings and activities, whether on Sunday or during the week. If you are not sure what is appropriate, ask your parents or leaders for help.

Alma 1:27(
Why do we wear Sunday best?

Jeffrey R. Holland, “To Young Women,” Ensign, Nov 2005, 28 

We used to speak of “best dress” or “Sunday dress,” and maybe we should do so again. In any case, from ancient times to modern we have always been invited to present our best selves inside and out when entering the house of the Lord—and a dedicated LDS chapel is a “house of the Lord.” Our clothing or footwear need never be expensive, indeed should not be expensive, but neither should it appear that we are on our way to the beach. When we come to worship the God and Father of us all and to partake of the sacrament symbolizing the Atonement of Jesus Christ, we should be as comely and respectful, as dignified and appropriate as we can be. We should be recognizable in appearance as well as in behavior that we truly are disciples of Christ, that in a spirit of worship we are meek and lowly of heart, that we truly desire the Savior’s Spirit to be with us always.

L. Tom Perry, “‘And Why Call Ye Me, Lord, Lord, and Do Not the Things Which I Say?’,” Ensign, Nov 1984,  17 When He instructed us to be unspotted from the world, I believe He not only expected us to stay away from worldly places on the Sabbath, but also to dress appropriately on His day. I often wonder what happened to the good old saying, “Sunday best.” If our dress deteriorates to everyday attire, our actions seem to follow the type of clothing we wear.

Circle the pictures that show children praying reverently. Cross out the pictures that show what we should not do while praying.
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[image: image2.wmf]Color the pictures of the children who are dressed for church. Cross out the pictures of children who are not dressed for church.
Church Etiquette: 

Dress & Appearance

· Wear your nicest clothes on Sunday. That’s why it’s called Sunday Best. They should be modest; shorts should stay at home.
Behavior

· Sit quietly, keep feet on floor, and keep hands to yourselves.

· Use the restroom and get a drink before church and between classes. 

· Stay in Sacrament meeting and class until after the closing prayer. Worship has a beginning (opening song & prayer) and an end (closing song & prayer).

· Talking to people during sacrament meeting or class is not only disrespectful towards God, it is rude towards other people who are trying to worship. Talk to God while in church through your prayers, hymns, and thanksgiving, and to your friends in the hall afterwards.
Language

· Use only respectful and kind language. 

Respect for Others & Property

· The Golden Rule: do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

· ASK PERMISSION FOR EVERYTHING.

· Listen to your teachers and obey them.

· When we see the bishopric, we should shake their hands and greet them.

· Be polite and say thank you and you’re welcome.

· Offer to help those who need help.

· The Church belongs to the Lord. Do not damage anything inside/outside of the church. Do not go into classrooms to play. Be only where you should be. Respect the chapel; never play with microphone.

