Day 1 – Palm Sunday:

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Scriptures:  
Matthew 21:1-11           Mark 11:1-11 

Luke 19:28-39 
      John 12:12-18 

As Jesus arrived at Jerusalem, he secured a donkey and a colt, and rode through the city gates into Jerusalem.  A “very great multitude”, who knew him to be the “prophet of Nazareth of Galilee”, placed palm branches in his way and greeted him with a hosanna shout.  Others put their coats down before him.  This was a custom saved for kings, so they were proclaiming Jesus as their king. (John 12:12-13, Matthew 21:9)

Symbol of the Palm: the palm was the emblem of Judea and appeared on the coins of that land.  To the Jews, palm branches represented a gift from God because of its’ many uses in their lives. The people were offering a symbol of luxury when they scattered down palm branches as Christ entered Jerusalem.

Hosanna: As Christ entered Jerusalem, the people shouted, “Hosanna, hosanna!” which means “praise to our King.”  This special recognition greatly angered the Jewish leaders.
If you had been in Jerusalem during the last week of the Savior’s ministry, would you have been among the few to welcome him or among the many who asked, “Who is this?” ( Matthew 21:10-11)

Day 2 – Monday:

Cleansing the Temple
Scriptures:  
Matthew 21:12-17          Mark 11:12-19

Luke 19:45-48
   

Why did Jesus want to cleanse the temple?  How do you feel when you visit the temple grounds?  How would you feel if you went there and people were selling merchandise and acting inappropriately?  The temple is a quiet, sacred place where we can receive revelation.

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles counseled, “Inspiration comes more easily in peaceful settings.” He added, “Irreverence suits the purposes of the adversary by obstructing the delicate channels of revelation in both mind and spirit,” and “Reverence invites revelation.” 

Day 3 – Tuesday:

Parables and Teachings
Scriptures:      Matthew 21:18-25          Mark 11:20-13


        Luke 20-21                    

If you only had a week to live what would you do, who would you spend time with, what would you say to them?

Jesus spent time with his disciples and taught them many important principles in the temple and on the Mount of Olives.  

Jesus taught, “And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 21:22

When asked which was the greatest commandment Jesus taught, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Matthew 22:36-39

Also at this time, Christ teaches important principles through parables (the Widow’s Mite, the Parable of the Ten Virgins, Parable of the Entrusted Talents, and many more).   He also foretells of his own betrayal and crucifixion.  That very day the Jewish leaders conspired with Judas Iscariot to capture the Lord in a secretive manner so as not to cause an uproar among the people.

Day 4 – Wednesday

Rest in Bethany
There is no scriptural record of Christ’s activities on this day of the week.   It is assumed that Christ spent the day in Bethany.

Day 5 – Thursday:

The Last Supper
Scriptures:   
Matthew 26:17-35          Mark 14:12-26


     
 Luke 22:7-30
       John 13:1-38

As the disciples ate the Feast of the Passover with Jesus, He taught them many important things.  Not soon after they began eating, He told them he would be betrayed.  Then Judas left the group.  (Matthew 26:21-25)  Following his departure, the Savior taught the disciples about the sacrament.   (Matthew 26:26-28)

Jesus then told the Apostles that he must soon leave them.  They were grieved and wept, but Jesus promised that he would return.  They wondered who would lead them when he was gone.   After Jesus had eaten the last supper, he removed his outer robe and put a towel around his waist.  Then he poured water into a basin and, one by one, began to wash and dry the Apostles’ feet.  (John 13:4-5).  He taught them about serving others.  (John 13:13-16).  Jesus taught them about his death and prayed that they would be united and love one another.  Peter said that he would go to prison or die with Jesus.  Jesus, knowing what was to come, replied, “Before the cock crows in the morning, you will deny me three times.” (John 13:37-38)

Following the last supper and Christ’s final teachings to the Apostles, the group sang a hymn and went to the Mount of Olives.

Day 5 – Thursday:

Jesus’ Prayer & Gethsemane
Scriptures:
Matthew 26:36-45
Mark 14:26-41



Luke 22:31-46


At the entrance of the garden, Christ asked eight of the apostles to wait for him.  Then taking Peter, James, and John, he continued a little further.  There he left those three and went off by himself to pray.  There he pled with his Heavenly Father.  “O Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  Matthew 26:39

Christ returned to the three and found them sleeping.  He spoke to them and then returned to the garden.  Jesus returned two more times, only to find the disciples asleep.  As Jesus prayed, he suffered “the pain of all men” (D&C 18:11) and the agony was so great that it caused him to bleed at every pore.  He was not left alone, but an angel came to the garden to strengthen him.  (Luke 22:43)

Would we have stayed awake?  Would we have denied?  Do we “deny” each day in the things we choose?  Do we betray Jesus?  Do we deny him in the things we say and do?  Are we willing to follow his example and say “..not as I will, but as thou wilt”? 

D&C 19:16-19

16 For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if they would repent 

17 But if they would not repent they must suffer as I; 

18 Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink— 

19 Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the children of men.

“Having bled at every pore, how red His raiment must have been in Gethsemane, how crimson that cloak!  No wonder, when Christ comes in power and glory, that He will come in reminding red attire (D&C 133:48), signifying not only the winepress of wrath, but also to bring to our remembrance how He suffered for each of us in Gethsemane and on Calvary!”



Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Day 5 & 6:

Betrayal & Trial
Scriptures:      Matthew 26:47-27:1-32     Mark 14:42-72, 15:1-21


        Luke 22:47-65, 23:1-32   John 18:2-40, 19:1-16

As soon as Christ and followers came out of the garden, they were met by a mob of people carrying sticks and stones.  Judas then stepped up to the Savior and kissed him on the cheek and said, “Master”.  (Matthew 26:47-48.)   The soldiers knew which man was Jesus by the prearranged sign – a kiss.  (Matthew 26:48-50).  Without resistance, Jesus submitted.  Peter took his knife, wanting to defend Jesus, cut off the ear of one of the soldiers.  Jesus told Peter to put the knife away; he then healed the ear of the soldier.  

Christ was then taken by the mob led by Judas.  He was taken first to Annas, a very influential man.  Annas had no authority to try such cases, but the Jews didn’t care as they were simply looking for a way to find Jesus guilty so they could inflict the death penalty.  He was questioned and struck.  (John 18:19-23).  Christ was then taken before Caiaphas.  Here a maid recognized Peter, who denied knowing Christ.  Then another recognized him and he again denied.  The third time, another person challenged him, and Peter replied, “Man, I know not what thou sayest.  And immediately while he yet spake, the cock crew.  And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” (Luke 22:59-62).

For the remainder of the night, the Jews taunted Christ, striking him and asking him to prophesy for them.  They were trying to find him guilty.  Many false witnesses testified against Jesus, but because they were lying, their stories did not agree.  A high priest asked him, “Tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63).  Jesus answered, “I am; and ye shall see the son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”  (Mark 14:62)  The high priest was upset and said, “What further need have we of witnesses?…What think ye?”  He asked the council.  “He is guilt of death,” the council answered (Matthew 26:65-66, Mark 14:63-64).  Some of the accusers spit in his face.  They blindfolded him, slapped him, and mocked him.  (Matthew 26-67-68, Mark 14:65, Luke 22:63-64)

The scriptures indicate that Judas was present when Christ was brought before Caiaphas.  When he saw that Christ’s accusers were really going to put Christ on trial for his life before Pilate, he was filled with remorse.  He went before the leaders and offered them 30 pieces of silver saying that Christ was innocent.  They would not take it.  Judas anguish was greater than he could bear.  He flung down the money and hung himself.

Friday morning, Christ was brought to trial before Pilate.  Pilate asked him more questions and then told the people that he could find nothing wrong.  But the Jewish leaders would not give up so they took him to Herod.  Herod mocked Jesus but could find no charges so they took him back to Pilate.  Pilate then reluctantly consented to crucify Jesus.

Day 6 – Friday:

The Crucifixion 
Scriptures:    Matthew 27:33-50    Mark 15:1-47


      Luke 22:66-23:56   John 18:28-19:42

After the Jewish soldiers had spit upon Jesus and had crowned him with thorns and mocked him as King of the Jews, he was lead away toward the place of execution.  As was custom, Jesus was forced to carry the cross.  He was so weak that a stranger named Simeon was forced to help. He was escorted to Calvary.  Priests and Pharisees mocked and shouted abuses at him.   At a distance there followed Mary, Mary Magdalene, Martha, his disciples and many of his followers.

There on the top of the hill, Christ was nailed to the cross.  Two thieves were executed on both sides of him.  Pilate had made a sign and nailed it on the cross.  It said, “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.”  (John 19:19)  

The only thing that Christ uttered was, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  (Luke 23:34)

After some time, darkness covered the earth for 3 hours.  Jesus then cried out, “Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.”(Luke 23:46)

 “Crucifixion was unanimously considered the most horrible form of death.  Among the Romans also the degradation was a part of the infliction, and the punishment... was only used in the case of the vilest criminals...The place of execution was outside the city, often in some public road or other conspicuous place.  Arrived at the place of execution, the sufferer was stripped naked, the dress being the perquisite of the soldiers.  The cross was then driven into the ground, so that the feet of the condemned were a foot or two above the earth, and he was lifted upon it, or else stretched upon it on the ground and then he was lifted up with it.  It was the custom to station soldiers to watch the cross so as to prevent the removal of the sufferer while yet alive.  This was necessary from the lingering character of the death, which sometimes did not supervene even for 3 days, and was at last the result of gradual benumbing and starvation...In most cases the body was suffered to rot on the cross by the action of sun and rain, or to be devoured by birds and beasts.” 




 James E. Talmage
Day 6 – Friday:

Burial in the Tomb

Matthew 27:57-60

     The death of Jesus occurred toward evening on a Friday.  Since the Jews observed the Sabbath on Saturday, preparation for burial had to be done quickly.  There was a law that funerals were not to be held during the Sabbath, and another that the final burial must not take place the day death occurred.  Therefore, toward evening, the soldiers came to take the lives of those who were being crucified. After breaking the legs of the two thieves, the shock which was sufficient to kill them, they turned to Jesus but found that He was already dead.  

     As soon as Christ was dead there came two people, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.  Joseph went to Pilate and asked permission to bury the body.  This permission was granted.  Nicodemus brought spices which were needed for preparation of the burial.  The two men then removed the body of Jesus from the cross and took it away.  After preparing the body for burial, the two men gently laid the body of Jesus into the tomb Nicodemus had prepared for himself.  They rolled the heavy stone covering the place and went away.  


Day 7 – Saturday:

The Jewish Sabbath
Scriptures:     Matthew 27:62-66


Guards are placed at the tomb.  The chief priests and Pharisees become worried that some of Jesus’ disciples would steal his body and then publicly proclaim that Jesus was resurrected.  They posted soldiers to guard the tomb and they sealed the stone door of the tomb.

Day 8 – Easter Sunday:

Jesus’ Resurrection & Appearance
Scriptures:  Matthew 28:1-20    
Mark 16:1-20


   Luke 24:1-53

John 20:1-31
On Sunday, very early in the morning, Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of Jesus went to the sepulcher.  They found the stone rolled away and Christ’s body gone.  They were worried and troubled.  Suddenly, two angels appeared telling them “He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,” (Luke 24:5-7).  The women left and told the eleven disciples the things they had seen.  The disciples doubted what the women had told them.

After Peter and John went home, Mary stood weeping outside the empty tomb.  She saw two angels in the sepulcher.  They asked her why she was crying.  She said, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”. (John 20:11-13).  Mary turned away and did not recognize Jesus.  He asked her why she was crying.   She thought he was the gardener and replied, “Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou has laid him, and I will take him away”.  Jesus then replied, “Mary.”  Mary turned and recognized him and cried “Rabboni,” which means Master.  (John 20:14-17)


Christ also appeared to the disciples, showing them the wounds in his hands and feet, and side. (Luke 24:40-43; John 20:20).

“Nothing in the entire plan of salvation compares in any way in importance with the most transcendent of all events, the atoning sacrifice of our Lord.  It is the most important single thing that has ever occurred in the entire history of created things; it is the rock foundation upon which the gospel and all other things rest.”

Bruce R. McConkie

“I think it is understood by many that the great suffering of Jesus Christ came through the driving of nails in His hands and in His feet, and in being suspended upon a cross, until death mercifully released Him.  That is not the case.  As excruciating, as severe as was that punishment, coming from the driving of nails through His hands and through His feet, and being suspended, until relieved by death, yet still greater was the suffering which He endured in carrying the burden of the sins of the world - my sins, and your sins, and the sins of every living creature.  This suffering came before He ever got to the cross, and it caused the blood to come forth from the pores of His body, so great was that anguish of His soul, the torment of His spirit that He was called upon to undergo.


Are we not indebted?  Yes.  Are we ungrateful?  Yes, unless we are willing to abide by every word that comes from the mouth of God, unless we are obedient, unless our hearts are broken, in the scriptural sense, unless our spirits are contrite, unless within our soul is the spirit of humility and faith and obedience.”




–Joseph Fielding Smith
“In Gethsemane, the suffering Jesus began to be ‘sore amazed’ or in Greek ‘awestruck’ and ‘astonished’.  Imagine, Jehovah the Creator of this and other worlds ‘astonished’!  Jesus . . .had never personally known the exquisite and exacting process of an atonement before.  Thus, when the agony came in its fullness, it was so much, much worse than even He with His unique intellect had ever imagined!  The cumulative weight of all mortal sins - past, present, and future - pressed upon that perfect, sinless, and sensitive Soul!  No wonder an angel appeared to strengthen Him!”



Elder Neal A Maxwell
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“We must never forget that our Savior, our Redeemer, the Son of God, gave himself a vicarious sacrifice for each of us.  For those who were there, the gloom of that dark evening before the Jewish Sabbath, when his lifeless body was taken down and hurriedly laid in a borrowed tomb, drained away the hope of even his most ardent and knowing disciples.  They were bereft, not understanding what he had told them earlier…He who had spoken of everlasting life, he who had raised Lazarus from the grave, now had died as surely as all men before him had died.  We can only speculate on the feelings of those who loved him as they pondered his death during the long hours of the Jewish Sabbath, the Saturday of our calendar.”



President Gordon B. Hinckley

