Ward Christmas Program

Male Reader: Brother _____

Female Reader: Sister _____

#1 SONG: Ave Maria

Vocal / Instrument: 

Pianist: Brother / Sister ​​​​______
#1 Female Reader:


Throughout the Christian world, millions of people are commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ.  Apart from the holly and mistletoe, the festive decorations, and visits from Santa Claus come some very real and searching questions: Is there more to Christmas than brightly-colored lights and busy Christmas shopping?  What is the real story of Christmas? Why do we celebrate Christmas?  

#2 Male Reader: (Mosiah 3:5, 8) 


From the beginning of time it has been prophesied that “with power the Lord Omnipotent who reignneth, who was, and is from all eternity to all eternity, shall come down from heaven among the children of men, and shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay… and he shall be called Jesus Christ, the son of God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of all things from the beginning; and his mother shall be called Mary.” 

#3 Female Reader: 

Long, long ago on a warm spring evening in a country far away came the first Christmas.  That was a night with little shelter, a night of travail and fatigue.  It was also the night of the fulfillment of prophecy!

#2 SONG: Samuel Tells of the Baby Jesus (C.S. #36)

All Primary Children

Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________
#3 SONG: Picture a Christmas (C.S. #50)

All Primary Children

Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________
#4 Female Reader: 

Just months before this glorious night, Mary had been visited by the angel Gabriel, who told her…

#5 Male Reader: (Luke 1: 32, 33, 35)


“…thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.


“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:


“And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.


“…that holy thing which shall be born shall be called the Son of God.”

#6 Female Reader: (I Nephi 11:13, 15, 18)


Mary, the mother of Jesus, what do we know of her?  Nephi tells us that she was a virgin, exceedingly fair and white, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins, the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh. 

#7 Male Reader: (I Nephi 11:19-21)
“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that she was carried away in the Spirit; and after she had been carried away in the Spirit for the space of a time, the angel spake unto me, saying: Look!

“And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a child in her arms.

“And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!...”

#8 Female Reader:

Surely Mary had been taught the prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One, the great Deliverer.  What would this Deliverer be like and how would he deliver his people?  As Mary held her tiny baby boy close to her that first Christmas night, what were her thoughts?  What did she know?  

#4 SONG: Mary Did You Know?  http://www.musicnotes.com/sheetmusic/mtd.asp?ppn=MN0048391
Vocal:
  Brother / Sister ___________

Pianist:  Brother / Sister ___________

#9 Female Reader: 


What attributes can one ascribe to Mary?  She must have been most pure and virtuous, humble, submissive, trusting, courageous, and loving?  What might she have prayed for on that holy night as she pondered her feelings in her heart?

#5 SONG: Breath of Heaven

http://www.musicnotes.com/sheetmusic/mtd.asp?ppn=MN0055470
Vocal:  Brother / Sister ___________

Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________

#10 Male Reader: 


And what do we know of Joseph?  He was probably several years older than Mary for he was already established in his life’s work as a carpenter.


Joseph and Mary were betrothed.  Betrothal, or espousal, in that time, was in some respects as binding as the marriage vow and could only be set aside by a ceremonial separation akin to divorce.  We read in Matthew 1:18 that Mary was espoused to Joseph, and that before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.


After her conception, Mary spent about three months with her aged cousin Elizabeth, who was to bear a son named John, John the Baptist, as we know him.  When Mary returned to Nazareth, her maternal condition was now evident.  Joseph greeted his promised bride, but was greatly distressed by her obvious pregnancy.


What did Mary tell him?  One can only speculate, but the scriptures do say that Joseph, “a just man, and not willing to make her a puclick example, was minded to put her away privily.” (Matthew 1:19)  His first thought was to have their espousal annulled with such privacy as the law allowed.  Joseph loved Mary, and he desired to save her all unnecessary humiliation, despite whatever might be his own personal sorrow and suffering.


He was deeply troubled and thought much of his duty in the matter.  It was then that an angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream and told him not to fear in taking Mary to wife, for that which was conceived in her was of the Holy Ghost.  She would bring forth a son to be named Jesus, who would save his people from their sins.


One can only imagine the great relief Joseph felt and the immense joy that filled his soul in the realization that the long prophesied coming of the Messiah was at hand; the words of the prophets would be fulfilled; a virgin had conceived, and in due time would bring forth that blessed Son, Emmanuel, which name by interpretation means “God with us.”

#6 SONG: Guard Him, Joseph (written by Sally DeFord) http://www.defordmusic.com/guardhimjoseph.htm

 Relief Society women’s group

Pianist: Sister ___________
#11 Male Reader: (Luke 2: 1, 3, 4, 6, 7)


“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  


“And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city.


“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth… unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem.


“And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.


“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”

#7 SONG: What Child Is This?

Vocal / Instrument: Brother / Sister ___________

Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________ 

#12 Female Reader: (Luke 2:8, 9, 10)


“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.


“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid.


“And the angel said unto them…”

#13 Male Reader: (Luke 2: 10-11)

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.


“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

#14 Female Reader: (Luke 2:13)

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying…”

#15 Male Reader: (Luke 2:14)


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

#16 Female Reader: (Luke 2:15)


“And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another…”

#17 Male Reader: (Luke 2:15-16)


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”



“And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.”

#18 Female Reader:
What a glorious night that must have been!  It was the night of our dear Savior's birth.  Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord the newborn King!
#8 SONG: O HOLY NIGHT

Vocal / Instrument: Brother / Sister ___________
Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________

#19 Female Reader:

From the book of Matthew we read of wise men that came from the East, who saw a new star in the sky and “rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”  These men, called magi or wise men, knew well the scriptures and awaited the fulfillment of prophecy.  They followed the new star until they came to Jerusalem and sought direction from King Herod, saying…”

#20 Male Reader: (Matthew 2:2)


“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.”

#21 Female Reader:

Herod was troubled when he heard these things.  He gathered his chief priests and scribes together and demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him:

#22 Male Reader: (Matthew 2:5)


“… in Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet.”

#23 Female Reader:


Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem to search diligently for the young child.  He told them that when they had found the Christ child, they were to return to Herod and tell him where the child was, so that he could go and worship him also.

#24 Male Reader:


The wise men did find young Jesus and his mother, but in a house and not in a stable where he was born.  They fell down and worshipped him and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

#25 Female Reader:

In a dream the wise men were warned of God that they should not return to Herod.  Heavenly Father was watching over this little family.  Joseph was also commanded in a dream to take young Jesus and his mother and flee by night into Egypt.


It was to Mary that the angel came to announce her miraculous part in bringing forth the Son of God.  But notice that once Joseph took Mary to wife, it was Joseph who was guided by the angel in caring for this precious family.


It is interesting to note that had Judah been a free and independent nation ruled by her rightful sovereign, Joseph the carpenter would have been her crowned king, and his lawful successor to the throne would have been Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.  

……(pause)……

Nephi was asked by an angel, “Knowest thou the condescension of God?”

#26 Male Reader: (1 Nephi 11:17)

“And [Nephi] said unto him; I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.”

#27 Female Reader: (1 Nephi 11:24, 26, 28, 32, 33)


And the angel said unto me again: “Look!  And I looked, and I beheld the Son of God going forth among the children of men; and I saw many fall down at his feet and worship him.”

“And the angel said unto me again: Look and behold the condescension of God!

“And I looked and beheld the Redeemer of the world…

“And I beheld that he went forth ministering unto the people, in power and great glory; and the multitudes were gathered together to hear him; and I beheld that they cast him out from among them.

“…that he was taken by the people; yea, the Son of the everlasting God was judged of the world…

“…that he was lifted up upon the cross and slain for the sins of the world.”


In John 3:16 we read…

#28 Male Reader:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

#29 Female Reader:

In John 6:38, Jesus says…

#30 Male Reader: (John 6:38-40)

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.”  


“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.


“And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.”

#9 SONG: Gethsemane

http://www.colettecall.com/power.htm
Male Vocal: Brother / Sister ___________

Pianist: Brother / Sister ___________

#31 Female Reader:

There is no Christmas without Easter.  So among all the holly and mistletoe, the festive decorations, and the beautiful Christmas lights is the reason why we celebrate Christmas.  It is because we are redeemed!  A god came to save us!  We can not enter the glorious presence of the Lord unless we are clean and pure.  He wants us to live with Him again.  Our Father sent His Son to us to atone for our sins and to show us an example of how we can live our lives so that we can return to His presence.  What a most wondrous gift!  

#32 Male Reader:

The wise men brought gifts to the Christ Child… but the real gift they brought was their worship.  As we continue in the tradition of gift-giving during this Christmas time, we should ponder more deeply, “What can I give the Christ Child?”  What is your gift to the Savior this Christmas?  What has He asked of you? ……(pause)……KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS.  

#33 Female Reader: 

YES!  And because we have a testimony and a love of our Savior and Redeemer, we will desire nothing more.  And we will declare just as Ammon did in the book of Alma.

#34 Male Reader: (Alma 26:16-17, 19-20, 8)

“Therefore, let us glory, yea, we will glory in the Lord: yea, we will rejoice, for our joy is full; yea, we will praise our God forever.  Behold, who can glory too much in the Lord: Yea who can say too much of his great power, and of his mercy, and of his long-suffering towards the children of men?  Behold, I say unto you, I cannot say the smallest part which I feel.


“Who could have supposed that our God would have been so merciful as to have snatched us from our awful, sinful, and polluted state?


“…Why did he not consign us to an awful destruction, yea, why did he not let the sword of his justice fall upon us, and doom us to eternal despair?


“…Behold, he did not exercise his justice upon us, but in his great mercy hath brought us over that everlasting gulf of death and misery, even to the salvation of our souls.”


“…Blessed be the name of our God; let us sing to his praise, yea, let us give thanks to his holy name, for he doth work righteousness forever.”

#10 CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: #204 Silent Night

Benediction

