Topic: 
Missionary Work
Materials Needed:

· Chocolate (to melt – i.e. chocolate disks, chocolate chips, chocolate bars etc)

· Bag of large marshmallows

· Graham Crackers

· Bag of small pretzel twists

· Can of pineapple chunks

· Chocolate Fountain or Fondue Pot

Each item needs to be “wrapped” or “hidden” in some fashion – either with wrapping paper, or covered up in a bag of some sort, or even put on a plate/bowl and covered with a towel

Lesson:  Let family members know that throughout the lesson, you will be giving them clues as to what the final dessert will be.  
(Show pictures of Elder Brough, the country of Africa, and African children while telling the following story)

Elder Monte J. Brough of the Seventy shared the following:

“When my son Joseph was twelve years old, he traveled with me to Kenya in east Africa. We flew into Nairobi, which is the capital city, then traveled by a four-wheel drive vehicle into the area inhabited by the Masai—a friendly, happy, beautiful people.

When we arrived in the village, Joseph suddenly found himself surrounded by thirty or forty Masai children his own age. The children were laughing, and smiling, and talking to him, trying hard to overcome the enormous cultural and language barrier.

Our guide explained that we were in a remote area, and that although these children had seen white men before, Joseph was probably the first white boy they had ever seen.

I could tell Joseph wanted to be friendly, so I handed him a chocolate bar.

“Give them a piece of candy,” I said.

He opened the package and broke off a square. He tried to hand it to a boy who seemed about fourteen years old. I will never forget the reaction of that boy. He looked at the chocolate and drew back. He didn’t want to have anything to do with it.

So I said, “Show them that you eat it.”

Joseph put a square of chocolate in his mouth, then handed another square to this same fourteen-year-old boy. The boy looked at it and held it. He was suspicious as he tried to understand it. Then he took the first, tiniest little bite, then a larger bite; then he put the whole piece in his mouth. You could see the joy come over his face as he tasted chocolate candy for the very first time.

Then we handed out pieces of chocolate to all the other children, and they weren’t afraid to try it because they’d seen someone they knew eat it and he had enjoyed it. There was something wonderful about that CHOCOLATE.

Now reveal the first item – the chocolate (for melting)

Later in our trip, we came back to that same village. As soon as we arrived we were surrounded by the same group of children, and we didn’t need a translator to know what they wanted. They wanted more chocolate, more of something wonderful and sweet.  I would like to compare the taste of that chocolate bar to the taste of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Does this remind you of  Lehi’s dream of the tree of life?  He described the fruit of the tree as being “most SWEET, above all that I ever before tasted.  Yea, and I beheld that the fruit thereof was WHITE, to exceed all the WHITENESS that I had ever seen.” (1 Nephi 8:11)

Now reveal the second item – the marshmallows
Lehi found that the fruit brought him so much joy that he wanted S’MORE!
Now reveal the third item – the graham crackers
Lehi also had a great desire to share the fruit with his family, but some of them would not even come to take a bite.

Elder Brough continues:

“Although the gospel tastes sweet and wonderful and good, sometimes other people don’t understand it, and it’s hard to get them to take just a tiny bite.

But if they’ll take that bite, and then a larger bite, they will arrive at a marvelous moment when they place it in their mouths and taste the wonderful sweetness.

I think that we, as members of the Church, are much like my twelve-year-old boy was, surrounded by a world of people who want more of something they don’t even understand. I believe that many of the PRAYERS of the people on this earth can only be answered by the members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Now reveal the fourth item – pretzel twists (This snack was originally created to symbolize the folding of one’s arms in prayer.)
“The Lord has given us the mandate to take the gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. We can’t say, “They might not understand.” We must help them. There is nothing that will be SWEETER to them than the gospel, nothing that will bless them more than the knowledge of the truth.

Now reveal the fifth item – can of pineapple chunks (Remember also that as you share the gospel, you will find great joy in the FRUIT of your labors.)
We have something wonderful and sweet, something much more vital than a chocolate bar, something that affects everyone for all eternity. We have tasted the gospel, and we know it is good. We cannot and we must not ignore the OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OTHERS TASTE IT, TOO.
Now reveal the final item – chocolate fountain or fondue pot
As you enjoy sharing this dessert amongst yourselves, may you remember the greater joy that can be felt as you share the gospel with others in the weeks and months ahead!
