Behold The Bridegroom Cometh
Opening Remarks:

During the ministry of the Savior, he revealed many plane and precious truths of the gospel.  When we read the New Testament, we find that Christ did not teach with force or coercion. He did not stand over his followers, shouting out the commandments of God.  The Savior, in his gentle way, led those who listened with parables.  The lessons learned through these stories reveal the Father’s plan as well as what is expected of us.  One of the greatest parables Christ taught was that of the Ten Virgins.  Let us take this opportunity as sisters in the gospel to study and contemplate the true meaning of this parable and how we can apply these teachings to our own lives.

Tonight on display and on each table we have the exquisite painting of the ten virgins by Gayla Prince.  Sister Prince felt inspired to create this painting and through diligent study and thoughtful prayer, she with the guidance of Heavenly Father, was able to bring for this great work which illustrates the powerful messages found in this parable.  Tonight’s program is based on Sister Prince’s interpretations of this parable taken from her exposition on the painting.  There are many great lessons to be learned from these ten virgins and it is our hope that everyone will be touched in some way.

And Jesus said:

VOICE OF CHRIST

Matthew 25:1-13

NARRATOR

As with all parables the lessons are brought out through symbolism.  Let us consider that the bridegroom represents Christ.  The marriage and the feat that would naturally follow represent the Celestial Kingdom.  We can then look at the ten virgins as the members of the church, their lamps representing their “outward profession of Christian beliefs and practice”.

As we know five virgins had lamps full with oil and were considered wise and well prepared for the marriage.  The lamps of the five foolish virgins were empty and so they were not ready when the bridegroom called them.

Tonight we will take a closer look at each one of these virgins; at what made some wise and others foolish.  As in our own day and time we can imagine that these virgins must have been bearing gifts for the wedding.  Let’s imagine that the different gifts the virgins brought represent that which was most precious to them; that which they had sought after all their life.  We must assume that the five wise virgins brought gifts that symbolize qualities and characteristics of a Celestial nature, while the five foolish brought gifts that did not qualify them for the Celestial Kingdom.
Let us visualize these ten virgins.  Visualize their dress, their faces, their countenance, their gifts.  Only then can we feel what must have been in their hearts.

SONG:  FOOLISH OR WISE?

READER 1:  D&C 88:63

VOICE OF CHRIST READING D&C88:63
READER 1:  (FIRST VIRGIN TO ENTER THE ROOM CARRYING A BOUQUET OF LILIES)

As we look at the first virgin, we see she is carrying a bouquet of palm fronds and lilies mixed with olive branches.  With the palm fronds representing the recognition and acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Savior, we can say this virgin “represents a Christ-like person who has developed those Christ-like qualities of love, patience, kindness, humility, obedience, understanding, truth, hope, and faith.”  She would be considered a “peacemaker who has a hunger for righteousness.”  The seven lilies tell us that she emulates Christ seven days a week, not just on Sunday.  The olive branches symbolize the “gathering of Israel in the last days when the righteous shall be saved and the wicked shall burn.”  

SONG:  CLOSE ENOUGH TO TOUCH

READER 2:  D&C 58:42-43 TELLS US…

VOICE OF CHRIST READING ABOVE SCRIPTURE
READER 2  (THE SECOND VIRGIN ENTER CARRYING WHEAT AND WATER.  HAVE THE VIRGINS WIND THEIR WAY THROUGH THE AUDIENCE MEETING EYES, TOUCHING THE WOMEN, SMILING)
The second virgin is dressed in white and carries a gift of wheat and water, symbolizing the sacrament.  When we are baptized, we are forgiven our sins and each week we renew our baptismal covenants by partaking of the sacrament.  We are reminded to be repentant and ask for forgiveness.  This virgin looks toward to Christ with confidence and sincerity.  She is not afraid to meet her Savior.   She will be able to look into the eyes of the Lord without shame.

SONG:  O DIVINE REDEEMER

READER 3:  THE LORD TELLS US IN MATTHEW 16:19

VOICE OF CHRIST READING ABOVE SCRIPTURE

READER 3  (THE THIRD VIRGIN ENTERS WITH 2 WHITE DOVES)
Turning to the third virgin, we see that she brings two white doves for the bridegroom, representing the Holy Ghost and the Holy Spirit of Promise.  Notice that the birds are not caged.  They are free to come and go as is with the Spirit.  This virgin has four bands on her cummerbund symbolizing the four saving ordinances needed to enter the Celestial Kingdom.  She also represents temple work and genealogy.

SONG:  I LOVE TO SEE THE TEMPLE (5-6 Achievement Night Girls)

READER 4:  D&C 130:18 STATES

VOICE OF CHRIST READS ABOVE SCRIPTURE

READER 4 (THE 4TH VIRGIN ENTERS CARRYING SCROLLS AND LYRE)
We see by the scrolls carried by the fourth virgin that she represents truth, light, and knowledge.  She also holds a small harp called a lyre, which illustrates that we must develop our talents.  We are not all musically inclined, but we are all endowed with various talents that we are asked to develop and share with others.  This young lady has set goals for herself; she has dreams to follow.  Her eyes shine with enthusiasm and determination.

SONG:  I WILL STAND AS A WITNESS (YOUNG WOMEN OF THE WARD)

READER 5  (THE FIFTH VIRGIN ENTERS CARRYING FRUIT IN BASKET)
As we focus our attention on the fifth virgin, we notice that she has a sweet smile on her face and has a very virtuous look about her.  This young virgin emulates the pure love of Christ – charity.  She loves to be in the service of her neighbor and “gladly accepts each call that comes to her.”  She serves with all her heart; serving everyone, not just those she things are deserving of her service.  Her service embodies the selfless service of parenting, which is our greatest opportunity to serve the Lord.
She carries a gift of fruit, which symbolizes her virtue.  For it is written in Matthew 7:16-17… “Ye shall know them by their fruits… even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.”  

It can also be said that the fruit represents the Word of Wisdom.  When looking at the painting, we see that the basket is partially hidden, illustrating the hidden treasures spoken of in the Word of Wisdom.

SONG:  THE GREATEST AMONG US
READER 6:  DURING THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT JESUS TAUGHT

VOICE OF CHRIST READING (GET THE SCRIPTURE FOR HERE)
READER 6  (THE SIXTH VIRGIN ENTERS DANCING AMONG THE SISTERS, SWIRLING HER FINE CLOTHING, CLANGING HER JEWELRY, SEDUCTIVE LIKE)
The gift carried by the sixth virgin is a vessel filled with gold and precious jewels.  She holds it close to her heart and is sure that her gift is the most valuable.  This young woman is “entangled in the vanities and riches of the world.”  As she dons her fine scarlet dress and elaborate jewels, she sends a clear message that wealth and possessions are most important in her life.
SONG:  WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS

READER 7:  THE LORD TELLS US IN D&C 41:42

VOICE OF CHRIST READS ABOVE SCRIPTURE
READER 7 (THE SEVENTH VIRGIN ENTERS, HER DRESS MIGHT BE OFF HER SHOULDER, AND AS SHE DANCES SHE BRING HER DRESS ABOVE HER KNEES IN A PROVACATIVE WAY)
It is easy to see by the way the seventh virgin is dressed that she symbolizes the “sins and pleasures of the world”.  Her immodesty reveals an attitude of light-mindedness.  She seeks fun and likes to be the life of the party.  She offers a vessel of alcoholic drink to the bridegroom.  While she appears to be having a good time, laughing on the outside, she’s crying on the inside; crying because she trying hard to find happiness but so far has been unsuccessful.  This misguided child is caught in a trap of carnal pleasures while she justifies her sins and procrastinates her repentance.

SONG:  I AM OF WORTH
READER 8:  ST. PAUL REMIND US IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS….

MALE VOICE READS 1 CORINTIANS

READER 8

The swine’s head carried by the eighth virgin is a surprising gift to bring to a wedding.  It is the least desirable part of one of the filthiest animals known to man… the pig.  The gift is symbolic of the filth that corrupts our world and gradually takes over our mind, body, and spirit.  This woman represents addiction to those things, which as first appear inviting but then consume our lives so that there is little room for that which is virtuous, lovely or praiseworthy.  The honeycomb that surrounds the swine’s head illustrates the tempting nature of these addictions that are sometimes too sweet to give up.  This includes additions to the obvious such as alcohol, tobacco and drugs.  Equally as dangerous, but often more subtle are additions of the mind such as pornography, gambling, soap operas, offensive language and jokes, loud music and the glorified violence that has become commonplace in movies and television.

SONG:  GIVE ME THY BURDEN OF A MOMENT

READER 9

The ninth virgin is a rather frightening young figure.  She used to be humble and optimistic but has gradually become prideful and pessimistic.  Little by little she stopped committing to make Christ a part of her daily life, until her countenance once bright became dark and harsh.  Her smiles are few, and the brightness has dimmed from her once shiny eyes.  She tears down everything that is virtuous making it appear trivial and frail.  The ninth virgin carries with her a goat’s head which symbolizes the power of the adversary, idolatry, and dark works.  She is watchful and crafty, hoping to catch you in a moment of weakness and bring you down to her level.  She has taken her burdens of life upon herself.  When offended by others, she has chosen to hate and hold grudges instead of forgive.  This virgin stands for everything that is opposite of truth, light, and knowledge.  The band around her neck tells of her bondage in sin, and her unwillingness to offer a repentant heart.  She finds that she becomes less and less comfortable with her lamp it.

SONG:  DAUGHTERS

READER 10:  IN D&C 112:10 THE LORD DIRECTS US TO …

VOICE OF CHRIST READS ABOVE SCRIPTURE

READER 10
There are those in this world who feel that they do not need a Savior; that they don’t need religion.  They stand proud, puffed-up with their own plans and desires; they think they know all the answers.  There are also those who profess to believe in Christ, yet only live the gospel according to their own will.  The tenth virgin is the epitome of pride.  Her pompous attitude allows her to justify her gossiping and backbiting.  She is green with envy and jealousy and takes joy in cutting others down to improve her own image.  As we see, her gifts are the crown on her head and the scepter in her hand, both signifying her power and authority.  Will she hand these treasures over willingly or will she find it difficult to part with items that have brought her so much recognition and notoriety in this life?

SONG:  I NEED THEE EVERY HOUR

VOICE OF CHRIST READS MATTHEW 25:1-13 SLOWLY AS THE VIRGINS WALK THROUGH THE AUDIENCE ENDING UP AT THE DOOR LEADING TO THE WEDDING
NARRATOR:  

Let us carefully consider the meaning of this great parable.  Let us depart this night with a greater understanding of what our Heavenly Father expects of us.  These ten virgins have much to teach us.  There is a little bit of each one of them in each of us.  Life is a journey; a journey that will hopefully lead us home, but we must choose for ourselves the path to follow.  As we search for the way home, let the Lord be our compass.   With the Savior to light our way, we will surely not get lost.  If we earnestly seek out the truth we will gain a deeper understanding of the gospel and our lamps will begin to fill with oil.  

The wise virgins could not share their oil with their sisters because you can’t share faith, you cannot share a testimony, you can share years of daily prayer, you can’t share service to others.  And so neither may we live on borrowed light.  We must find these treasure ourselves; each in our own time, with the love and guidance of the Lord.  Let us use each moment of this life to it’s full potential, utilize every day for our eternal progression and take this opportunity to fill our lamps.  A day will come when the bridegroom will call upon you.  Will you be ready?  

I can’t tell you anything about the music.  The sister who had the music is no longer in the ward.  I thought we had too much music… too many verses of each song and many were very slow and deep.  I think you can find good music to add to this program.  I wish we had sung “I Heard Him Come” and “As Sisters in Zion”.  One verse of each song is enough.  Just enough to set the mood and bring the Spirit.

We had the gym set up with tables for dinner on each side of the cultural hall with a large path in the middle between an entrance door and an exit door.  We used paper to make one door look biblical.  Each virgin was dressed to her part.  It is amazing what you can find when you start looking around… even the pig’s head.  

On each dinner table we had an oil lamp… some were full and some were empty and some in between just like each of us.  We also gave a bookmark of Sister Prince’s painting to each sister.  
It was a wonderful evening.  

